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BETTY KOT WOWS "EM

Our Apri 1 speaker was Betty Kot wh,
poke on the 16I--What It is end Whot It

Isn't. Betty explained the advantages ory
. disodvontoges of onyone's using the I~I 1

dning geneo1og1co1 reseorch. She pot nter
out thot these f ects: , '
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NEXT
G

The Third AnnualBBB& 6~ s Igain scheduled for
I

the morning of our May meeti g T is is the occasion
when we each gather togethe o~e of our favorite
resources and take them to tie -b 10k browse." It is
always' fascinating to exarni e e ,Ich other's maps.
nanuals, charts. genealogy 0 ks. etc. which are

,displayed by subject matter geographical area.
Severnl other tables wi11 teatu te~s for sale. (i tems
which we may no longer need. b dthers may wish to

'purchase .. .in the manner of a~1ge sale). and will
provide a good opportunity tiC :cle our qenealoqy
inventories. REMEMBER:Bring tt m with your nameon
them if you are sharing them. P t p~ice on eachitem if
you are selling anything. P r ~: The luncheon
(reservations close Friday. May 1 ) ,HI follow promptly
at 11 :45 am, Attend the book b 0 51 (Part I) or plan to
attend both. Both have been sua e s~isin the past.

****~****see you lh lfith*********

--the 1988 edition hos 110,000,000
i names; sounds like a great many people but
then tht nk of Chino wi th more than a

.current 1 bttlton- populetion
--there is no living person in the 161;the

, LOS Librory pref ers nomes of people 100
yeors deod

I" (") n .1,..1



--it is a finding aid, not the last word i
documentat ion
--i t costs 15 cents per entry to produce

r>.
--check out all variations of names, t. .
Cavanaugh, Kayanaugh, Creveneuqh ,I
Ceveneu: or Trotter vs Potter

ACID-FREE PAPER OR NOT

A local duplicating service told me wh n
I inquired about the availability ~
acid-free paper that their paper was ma I ~

from cotton and was, therefore, acid-frd J

Well ... that didn't sound right to me, b ~
who am I to counter that statement. SO II
wrote to Howard Paper Mills .tn Ohio frd
whom I had bought some "ecid-fraa" papl ~
via a company in Texas. A paraphras

l q
answer read like thi s: I

·Acid tree" has nothing to do vttn cotton. All pa~ ~
con be mOOe acid or 61k61ine. We rooke both with co« d

i' ~...ell as 'otIood pulp. Chances are, if paper is atl d
" .ree, t.e. 81kall re, it \1111say so on the label. There ~ e
j, chemical indicators vhich can be obtai ned vhich 'w'iI1~ 11
" also tell you the pH range of a sheet. As a matter f

int~r~, our paper 13 in the 8.0 pH range. Ove~ 8
penod of many decades our acid atmosphere 'w'ill bri I

the pH down a fe\t' tenths of a point, but will not t
do'w'nto 7.0 beeeuee of the alkaline reserve built if d
the paper. I

So if you are thinking about pub1ishi g
your genea1ogice1 research on paper whi h
w111 not f 011 epert ofter 25-30 yeoJ

1
check out the 1abe1s on your reams ~

paper about to be used. In small amount I

the cost is noticeably hiqher than curre' i
stock used in duplicating shops.

JIM DOTSON"S BOOK REV IEWED

Jim Dotson, long time member of u
society, has published a short book cOllIe
Dotson land Grants ( 1804-1 865) 11

Present Do Counties of Rite! Ie
Doddridge, Tyler, West Virginia.

1
~

The contents of this book are fully ,i
described in the title. What is of added ~
interest, however, is that this is a fine
example of "desktop publishing- by an
amateur genealogist. Jim describes his
method in on introductory note:

-Des".top publishi ng- is a term recentl y applied to a '
techm~ue for the preparation of "camera- ready- "
ffi8ten81 on 8 computer U3i ng the proper
'Word-processing and graphics soft'ware. This book is '
an example in 'Whichthe author prepared the text some
qrephice, 8nd the fi 1181pege layout on a M8c1ntoeh
computer and a laser pri nter. Fi1181pri nti ng of the
"cemera- ready- sheets and binding 'Were done by a
commercial printer.
(From Livermore-Amador Gen. Society Ne'w'sltr Vol
VIII, No.3)

TILLIE OR MILLIE?

The old mounter neer, about to dt e,
called his sons together and said: "te« kin
shar~ "n share alike in my proplty--but '
promise tew burry me at ween me tew
b'loved Wife-mates, Millie 'n Tillie. 'N so's
yew won't fergit, think 0' this:

Ttllle was fair and as wild as the wind
She gave your or pe great delight. '
And though Mil1ie was plain,
Her heart was pure gOld,
She worked 1i ke a mule day 'n nt ght.

Since the Lord hos seen fit
To give two such Wives ',

Ii Toa sinful and worthless hillbilly,
I; Plant me smack in between them
I i With tht s one regord-- '

1 Could you un me 0 little toward Tillie?

MEET I N6S AND CONVENT IONS

**James Dent Walker is main speaker at
the 4th annual Gen. Fair of the Colif. Gen.
Society. Mr. Wolker is an erchtvtst end
essocl ete di rector for the museum end
erchtves of the District of Columbia public I
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**IRISH INTERESTGROUP: Meets May 30,
'1989 at 10 e.m., Carol G1over's house, 333
Goshen Ct., San Ramon. This will be the
last meeting of the year.

A NEW NEWSLETTER TO BEGIN

I

I

I

"Graves Give and Take," a newsletter
obout Graves family lines will start I

publication this year. It will be published
four times yearly with the first issue out
A August, 1989. Interested persons are ! I
_",ked to share Graves f ami1y pedigrees,

ihistories, inquiries, reunion dates, book I

, reviews, wills, obits, military records, I'
etc. Subscription rate is $10 annually;

I

however, for the remainder of 1989 only I

$5 should be remitted. Contact Pat Moore
Publlcetions, 111 Ardmore Drtve., Billings I

MT59102.

schools and is well known for h~~
knowledge of military records. The Fall
will be held June 16th and 17th at the St.

1

~ary's Conference Center; plenty ofl
..,arking underground at the Center. It I I I
seems that every year tht s Fai r gets bet te~ :
and better. Specia1 clas:es. wi 11 bel
evelleb 1e for $3 each. AdmlSSlon to the

l

:

exhibit area is included in the door fee.
For more info call 415/777-9936.

A HANDY CATALOG TO HAVE

I

For anyone doing research in Maryland,
Delaware, Pennsylvania and Washington, I

D.C.,there is a most helpful free catalog i

printed by Family Line Publications, Rear :
63 Eost Moin Street, Westminster, MD
21157. Thi s ceteloq contet ns the names of

. materials in stock, newly published items,
~ items to be published soon. Examples
l .neteriels evetleble:

Shi p Passenger Ltste: The South ( 1638-1825)

Index to Maryland Colonial Wilb, 1634- 1777

-

:

:

i

Baltfmore County fami11es 1659-1759

Inhabitants of Baltimore County 1692-1763

TRIVIA TO READ AND FORGET

On Apri 1 24, 1800, Congress approved a
bill establishing the Library of Congress in
Washington, D.C.,appropriating $5,000 ·for
the purchase of such books as may be
necessary."

*****************
The National Archives in San Bruno is
conducti ng a workshop call ed ·How to do
your Pennsylvania research from
California: Extenstve display of resource
books, periodicals, catalogs, printed
tips/resources will be on hand to look
over. Emphesis will be on where records
are located and how to access them--by
mail. (San Mateo Co. Gen. newsltr May,
1969)

*******************
The Contra Costa Co. Histort ce1 sect ety
will be conducting an ORAL HISTORY
WORKSHOPon May 20 at Oak Park School,
1700 Oak Park Blvd., in Pleasant Hill. Cost
is $25.

*******************
set., May 20 - All day genealogical
workshops, 8 tc 4 pm, at the Los Altos
Mormon Stake Center, 1300 Grant Road,
Los Altos. Registration at the door: $8.
35 different seminars scheduled; class
times yary from one hour to two hours.

MEMBER IRMA DOTSON GETS AWARD

Our ovn Irma Dotson 'Was selected recentl y by the
Alamo- Danville Soropti mists as thei r 1989 Woman of
Disti nction. The group gave J rme a framed certificate,
a $1 00 check and several stems of orchds. Irma has
lived in Danvflle since 1968 and has done extensive
community eerviee \\IOrk. From 1872 to 1985 Doteon
'w'8S the Ii brarian at Monte Vista High School vhile also
'w'riti ng books on California History and Contra Costa
County transportation. At the present ti me she is

. \\/Orking on a bookabout the Southern Pacific Railroad.
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A TOLERATOR
- BVLORETTAELLIon BURNS

"A tolerator 1s one who does not com 11
a genealogy or have an 1nterest in th
subj ect but one:

Who--wi 11 wa1k a cemetery wi tl
walkie-talkie helping you to find
tombstone neededfor a f amiIy record. I

Who--wi 11give you a book or mtcrottl
f or a bi rthday or a Chri stmes present

Who w1ll build tn his spare tl rh
bookcases to hold your growing collec 10 I

of genealogy books. I !

Who--wil1 go to a courthouse wi th
and carry the heavy books so you
search the records.

Who--will spend vacations going
Ii brert es1 erchi yes1 churches n
cemeteries searching for elu I 1y

ancestors wh11e foregoing playing gOlf 0
~ going fishing.

Who--w1ll listen to endless sto
l
·r

about your f emtl y records that you ti.l Y

found.
Who--will dress in a confed.e)a:t

general's costume and spend the evemn a
a ball. I

Who--wi 11obtai n coptes of your mate .a
and mail them for you to a genealogl·ca
pen-pal so you can share your material. I

Who--does not complain about the m e
you spend on genealogy.

All genealog1sts need a tolerator since th
"vtrus is never cured," and it is so nic

i
t

have someone wi th whom to share .ou
triumphs. (Shared by member Wyn Kynett)

WATCH OUT FOR THOSE BIRTH DAI E
IN THE 1700.5

1
Pope Gregory XIII ordei ned that 10 dy

be dropped in 1582. In addition, he I Is
specified that the yea~s ending in hund ed

would be leap years, only if they were
divisible by 400. Hence, the first such
.leap year to come after the decree was
1600 and the next would not be until,
21000. Thus ended the problem created by
the Julian calendar that had an inaccuracy
of six hours yearly which had become
eccumuletad.

Thi s drop of 10 days may mean nothi ng
to the ordinary person, but it may make an
impact on anyone doing fam11y history
research in the 1700·s. When Pope Gregory
changed the calender, the political and
re1igious tenor of the times made its
acceptance in Protestant countries
Imposstbls. For instance, England did not
adopt the new cetendar system unt11 1751.
By this time the "old style- method of
dating was 11 days ahead of the -new
style- reformed method.

To correct this discrepancy and bring
the old style time in line with the nsw, the
English Par1iament provided that the 2nd
of September of the following yearl 17521
would be followed by the 14th1 thereby
dropping exactly 11 days from the
calendar.

The genealogist needs to be aware of
this situation. Not everyone at the time
rectified his birthdetas, and often home
sources such as Bibles are not in ,
agreement with public records. A person
born in AUgustl 17521 for example, whose
exact age at death is known will have an
old style and new style birthdeta. To
obtain the old style dete, subtract the
exact age from the date of death} then
subtract 11 more days from that date. For
the person seeki ng more detet 1ed
tntormetion than the above article
provt desI he may consul t Ancestry
News1etter Vol. II, No.31MaylJune 1984. I

J



MONTHL Y RAFFLE CONTINUES 5

The beautifully home crafted 2r by 5 "
accent rug on dt SplflY ~t the last meed R

I

will still be available at this comi
l

g
meeting. Raffle tickets are $1 ea~.
However, this is the last opportunity to 9 y
a chance because the goal has a1most be n
reached. Therefore, a lucky ticket will e
drawn at the Maymeett ng.

GRIMES REPORTS MAY LUNCHEON
RESERYAT IONS ST ILL TAKEN

Luncheon Chairman Arl eneGri m sl
, I

reports thot 26 people hove olreody po~dt

for the annual May luncheon. She wi 1
t. I

con mue to accept reservations up 0

Fridoy, MOY12. Mail your check for $6.5
directly to Arlene, 2365 Harbor Vie I'
Drivel Martinez 94553. Make chec' s
payable to: SRVGS. Reminder to tho, e

~ corm ng--bri ng any cut f1owers you m I y
'i ~~ave in ,the garden to decorate tables.

~ QUERY _

1: Will the person interested in Hickme n
~ I
~ County. Tenn. please contact Dorot I y
f Stanton. 620-3757. She has many printed

records and histori es for thi s area.r
HOSP IT ALITY OR NO HOSP IT ALITY

COHHITTEE--THAT IS THE QUESTJOI

Since few members have expressed ~n
interest in volunteering for the Hosptteltt
Commit tee I whi ch provt des hot water f! r
teal makes coffee ond bokes sweets, t"
Committee may diseppeer. Thot meons n9
"goodies" or refreshments during tH
break. So the first time you see an empV

,...-I(itchen, you'll know the reason. III

. .Jwever. anyone would like to volunteJ
-. to chair this committee (Primal

responsibility is to bring pots end tokl
them home each ti me). then speak to th

147 Presi dent--SOON. I'

1 1

DUES RENEWAL TIME IS HERE

Your annual dues of $12.50 for a single
._ membership, $16 for a family. ore now due.

The By-Laws soy that June 1 is the
deadline for paying your money. If by July
11 you have not paid, your name will be
dropped from the membership roll and,
therefore, from the directory which Carol
Glover, Membership Chairperson, will be
preparing.

A form for membershi p renewal is
enclosed in this newsletter. Carol Glover
is trying out the ideo of providing an
envelope for you to use to return checks
for renewals: Caro1 Glover, SRVGS
Membership Chairman, 333 Goshen Court,
San Ramon,CA 94563. You may also give
your checks to her at the May meeting.
But--do remember--do pay--mai I your
check todoy.

I
I

VOT ING FOR 1969-90 OFF ICERS

Voting for 1969-90 officers will toke
place at this month's meeting.
Nominotions have closed and the
candidates below are slated to be voted
on. New officers will take office
immediate1y and a "new edministret ion"
wi 11 assume the 1sedersm p of our
organization. Bea O'Rand,however, will be
out of town at the time voting tokes place.

President -- Bea O'Rand
1st VP -- Frances Lloyd
2nd VP (Program) -- Martha Banner
3rd VP (Membership) -- Carol Glover
Recording Sec -- A}i ce Wode
Corres. Sec -- Jo BoIenbeksr
Treasurer -- Jess Sutfin



HAYE YOU PA ID YOUR JIU 5? IF NOT~ U5E THE FORM BELO,W .6
SRvGS dues ore now, due ~r(PO!eb1e for the June I, 19a9-May 31, 1990
membership yeor. PIe se cOllnplete this form for our 1989-90
membership directory.

Nome_'-------++-rl-t+---I+-- __ -.I hone., _
,I

Address'7IP_' ------
II I

Pleose list two surnomes be r.g leseorched for individuol membership or
four nomes for fomny n em ership so thet they moy be listed in the
directory's surnome index. I

(l),---------tt-'rl-t+----I_ ..•..1ocole end yrs, -'-- _

(2)-- 1--111

,.".I __ :--I ....Locale end yrs, _
I
I: I(3) J ocele end yrs, _

(4) , I Iocele and yrs, _

Individual membership $12. pO yamfly Membership $1B.OO_

Pleese send this form end I ou ch f/(, payable to SRVGS,to: Corol Glover,
333 GoshenCourt, Son Rom~n ~5E3. ,

SAN RAMON VALLEY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

BOX 305
DIABLO, CA 94528
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