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TUESDAV, JAN. 17, NEXT
GENERAL MEETING

Barbara O'Rand,program chairperson, announces that
she has invited author and teacher Ruth Sutter to be our

.speeker, Her topic win be -Voices in oral history." Ruth
.....utter encourages people doing family research to make
great use of recording devices. She sometimes does
mock interviews during her presentations. She is a
Iacu 1t Y member at Diab10 Vall ey Co11ege in the history
department. She is author also of -The Next PIDce You
Come To: A Historical Introduction to Communities in
North America- and -A time To Build Up: Immigrants and
Community.-

For the February speaker, VP O'Rand has Hned up
Barbara lie), a genetics counselor from Oakland Kaiser
Permanente.

*********see you the 17th*********

BY-LAWS CHANGES TO BE PRESENTED

To be presented at this meeting
!11 be recommendations for minor

changes in our By-Laws. Voti ng wi 11
.- take place at another meeting

according to our Constitution.

/

MARK

'OUR

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEHENT
As on experiment to verify public demand,
the Notionol Archives Pocific-Sierro
Region, 1000 Commodore Drive, Son Fruno,
wi 11 be open for gen. research on three
Soturdoys in Jonuory, from 9 om to 4 pm
(not open on 14th). Thet is, the librory will
be open Jcmuory 7, 21, end 26 from 9 om to
4pm.



WELCOHE TO NEW HEHBERS

Joyce Gunderson, 2005 Lincoln street,
Apt. C~Berke1ey~CA 94709
Ph: 845-0180 Interested in Patrick Joyce,
from Co. Galway~ Ireland 1858 and Oakland,
CA 1894; WilHem Hurt Deerien, VA 1816 &
Antioch, CA 1887

Kate Pruente, 91 Medere Court, Denyille
94526

Claire L Wait, 1508 Pebblebrook Court,
Walnut Creek, 94596; Reseorching Wooley,
Illinois 1840; McGheein MS 1868

Chenge of eddress f or member Pet
Monteeth: 1932 Rencho Verde Circle, Eest
Denyi11e 94526; Ph: 866-6154

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS TO HEET

**The Southern interest study group will
meet on Jenuary 26 at 10 em, Frances
Lloyd's house end on Februery 23 et Dorothy
stenton's house, 501 El Cepit en Driye,
Denyille.
**The Germen interest group will meet
once egein immedietely efter the Generel
Meeting on Jenuery 17, et 1 pm, Kete
Puente's house, 91 Meden~Court, Denyille ..
**The Publishing interest group met on
Jonuery 11 end wi 11 meet et Dorothy
stanton's house, Februery 22. Members
who neve e1reedy pub1ished research wi 11
shore their experiences on the -how to do
it: Diona Hancock in Jonuery told how she
wrote her book on her computer and how
she did the printing, collating and binding.
**The New Englend Interest Group wll1 hold
its first meeting on Monday, January 16 at

I pm at home of Mary Ella parrott~
Cliffside Driye, Denvtlle. For further info
cell 837-967
**The Irish Group wi 11meet Jenuery 31 et '----'
10 em et home of Cerol Gloyer, 333 Goshen
Court, sen Remon. Those ettending ere
esked to bring specific reseerch problems
or sttuettons that heye them stumped.
Anyone with en interest in Irish Geneelogy
is i nyi ted to et tend.

ANGUS BAXTER TO SPEAK

Lecturer end euthor Angus Bexter hes
been invited by the joint efforts of Eest
Boy Gen.Soc, Contra Costa Co.Gen.Soc, and
the Heywerd Gen.Society to give en ell day
workshop at the Elks Lodge Hell, 3994
Willow Pess Road~ Concord, on Seturdey,
Merch 11. Cost: $20 whi ch i nc1udes lunch.
Mr. Bexter will be speaking on British,
Irish, Scottish, and German roots; on Eest
end West Europe with en emphests t~

scendtnevta and stevtc countries. For more
detens, see the flyer on the bulletin boerd
et this month's meeting.

-
TOO LATE FOR LAST CHRISTHAS BUT

EARL Y FOR THE NEXT ONE

Here's a wish list for a genealogist come
Christmos time. Dear sente:

**Don't bring me new dishes; I don't need OJ
new kind of game. Genealogists have
peculter Wishes; for Christmes I just wont
e surname.

**A new washing machine would be great,
but it's not the desire of my life. rYe just
found en encestor's birth dete: whet I need
now is the nome of his wife.
**My heart doesn't yearn for 6 ring th,..'
would put e real diemond to sheme. Whet.
went is 0 much cheaper thing: Pleese give

m.emy ancestress Mary's lost nome.



WHERE WILL THE HONEY COHE FROH?

As some of you '1'1"111remember from the
,,--...,lost issue of this newsletter ond the

discussi on et the November meeting, the
problem of funds shortoge continues for our
orqentzetton, Rent went up 631 recently;
postoge costs 25 cents per newsletter;
ducpltcetton costs ore up 1 cent per page.
The foct thot the cost of just running in
place costs more and more money eech yeor
is not a new fact to you, the reader and
soci ety member.

The present budgeted income, derived
solely from membership dues, barely meets
ennuel expenditures. Your elected officers
make decisions for your organization with
cost the first consideration; fiscolly, each
is truly frugal.

Looking eneed ....

Now that our sectety has gone through
the stage of orpentzettonet years end is
operating smoothly, It is time thet we toke
the next step in service to members. Thet
is, the organization should be prepared to
undertake special projects when there is 0

consensus of desi re for such proj ects.
Then, too, the VP in charge of programs
would like to invite certain talented
speakers who have unique presentations to
meke. But she is limited in moking on offer
of on honorertum usually given to such
speakers. The present $10 for gos given to
eech speaker is not going to cut it for the
person who must dri ve a great distance to
reach Alamo or who might have to toke off
time from work or who because of stature
in the genealogy field will decline our
i nvi tat ion.

The bottom 1ine is $$$ ...

Hence, the $500 working reserve which
your Executi ve Boord hes determi ned to be 0

conservet i ve need is a goal for whi ch we
must work in the coming months.

Several suggestions hove been mode and
di scussed at the last three Executi ve Boord
meetings. Four Questions guide discussions
about fund raisers for the $500 reserve:
Will the fund raiser detract from the
monthly meeting's program and speaker?
Will the fund raiser use time and energy of
elected officers thet should go into
normeug assigned duties? Wi11it consume
time of the membership which should be
spent on expanding the hori zons of
geneologicol reseorch? Will the fund retser
be "pelnless" for the membership?

If we con retse $40-50 at eech meeting
for the next year, we will have our speciel
reserve built up. A generous contribution
from 0 few members eech time, soy $4-5,
would help tmmeesureeblg, of course.

As a kickoff to fund roising, the
Executive Boord decided to hove 0 brief

raffle. Tickets for $1 eech will be sold et
the next meeting. The first drowing will be
for a book (doneted by one of our officers)
now 0 best seller in Austro1io. Selling for
$19.95 retail, it is by Solly Morgon. The
euthor hes found in her geneelogtcel history
e 1ine of Aborigine; it's resctnettnq reoding.
Second and third drowings will be for
bott 1es of Perducct wi ne, 0 Coli f ornt 0
vinteqe, doneted also by 0 member.

EXECUTIVE BOARD DECIDES AGAINST
PROGRESSIVE LUNCHEON IN FEBRUARY

Although 15 people had olreody
volunteered their homes as possible pteces
for hoving Qtleast one course of 0
progressi ve 1uncheon for the purpose of
fund retstnq, the Executive Boord decided
ogoinst the ideo. But Dee Huckobone who
wos to heed the luncheon committee wished
to thenk 011of you who volunteered their
homes.



BOOK REVIEW

~~!~!Og~h~ E~~!!Y ~~c~~t!y~by
LaV-Jrence P. C30uldrup~ Ph.D.,
1987,is a textbook for every
serious genealogist who intends to
write and publish a believable
family histor-y·.. ·The aut.hor· looks
at the family history project as a
"schol ar-ly ef fort and throughout
his book he emphasizes the impor-
tance of thorough research of
genealogical statistics and his-
torical data before attempting any
family story. He gives suggestions
fOI~ "I~ea.e!ingbetl4JeE'n the lines" of
census, probate, and land records.
He even suggests the use of the
time-period Sears Roebuck Catalog
for illustration of dress ane! life-
st.yle. The charact.erization chapter
t.akes up the majority of the book
and deals with the act.ual writ.ing
of biographical sketches and his-
tories. It contains enter··t.aining
short story examples of bot.h good
and bad writing the content of
which will bring the reader to both
laughter and tears. He cites bio-
graphies, autobiographies, histori-
cal novels, poetry, diaries and
journals. Each section of this
book contains its own bibliography
- great reading lists to keep one
b u ssy for a Lon q time. t·Jit.h 159
pp., and soft cover it is published
by Ancest.ry Inc., print.ed in USA.
It is also available through Gena-
logical Resources by calling
Frances Lloyd. At a cost of $10.95
it is in my op :i. n i. on, a rnue t; for
any family historian who wants to
know how to bring all t.heir
collected data together in a
meaningful and enjoyable family
story.

Delores Huckabone

YES. NOH.NATING COHHITTEE TIHE

President Fullam onnounced et the
Jonuory 4 Execut 1ve Boord meet 1ng thet she
was in the process of oppointing a

nominoting committee for the 1989-90
slate of officers. She will be soliciting et
leest one member for the committee from
the general membership et this month's-....-
meeting. Let's see 0 lot of honds go up
when volunteers are called for. It is hoped
that there will be a few hold-overs from
this year's Executive Board in order to
provide continuity of experience. However}
a few of the officers have already indicated
that they will not be eveileble for office
agoin.

HERE AND THERE _
**The last field trip to the National
Archi ves in San Bruno was a success; nine
people in one ven saved heedeches for
several would-be drivers. They met in the
parking lot of Alpha Beta in Danville.
Januory 24 is the next trip--onyone
interested?
**E11en Fulton and Pat Johnson have joinp~
the Hospitality Committee. Three cheers-
for these two volunteers. We all enjoy the
coffee pots marked ·with lead· and
"unleeded."
**Oid you see the general interest story in
the local newspaper HERALD about
genealogy? Our society's name was
mentioned as a local active group. Check
the bu11etin board at this coming meeting
for full details in the article.
**We have} thanks to Wyn Kynett} the
FAMILY TREE DIGEST newsletter from
January} 1987 thru October} 1988;
published in Wouseon, Fulton Co., Ohio. See
Marilyn Fullam to borrow.
**Theresa Ryan} 501 N. Paradise Rd.}
Aberdeen, MD2100 I, writes lis that she is
editor of a family newsletter known as ELY
HERITAGE.It is about the Ely surname end

011 i ed 1ineages; pub11shed ouertert y for $,-"
yearly; has unlimited free queries.



1989 NAT IONAL 6EN. SOCIETY
CONFERENCETO BE HELD IN ST. PAUL

The 1969 National Genealogical Society
Conference w111 be held in St. Poul,

i Minnesota, May 17-20. Perhaps some of you
wi 11 rece11 that member Jean B1eckmur
ottended lost year's conference, held in
Bl10xL "Fentebulous" Jean said.

The officiol hotel will be Radisson St.1

Peul with overflow rooms evileble et
nearby Twon Square Holiday and Civic
Center Inns. Exhibits and booths will be
housed at the Radisson. For 0 brochure
write to NGS Conference, 4527 - 17th
Street North, Arlington, VA 22207. Those
of you doing Irish research might be
interested in gen. research in the Celtic
Co11ect i on at st. Thomas' O'Shaughnessy
Leoming Center.

,DOIN6S OF BROTHERS AND SISTERS

**The San Mateo County Gen.Society hod as
its January speaker Judy Svoboda whose
topic wos "Probate Records and their Use:
Ms. Svoboda has taught genealogy at
seminars ond vertous adult eduction
facilities for the last eight years.
**At its November meeting the Contra
'ceste C.Gen.Society had Robert Moogas its
speaker. He made the Civi 1 War come 01i ve
by descri btng the people who fought in it.
**The Germon Connection, published by the
Germon Research Association, P.O. Box
11293, Son Diego 92111, is 0 very
worthwhile pertontcet for onyone doing
German research. The cost is only $10. The
Apri 1, 1988 issue had a good art i c1e by Joan
Lowrey on "tncet i ng Pori sh and Civi 1
Records for Your Town: This periodical is
full of bits of information helpful to
German researcher.

TIDBITS FROH F6S NEWSLETTER

Did you know that ...
Some Chinese immigrants claimed

ci t i zenship as native born Ameri cans when
the earthquake of 1906 in San Frencisco
destroyed most of the birth and marriage
records. ***

The Black Death of 1360 killed about
501 of the people in London. Fires set to
fumigate the victim's quarters destroyed
many documents which could have
identified ancestors.***

The names and birth dates of entire
families may appear in town meeting
records. It W6S Quae common to record the
bi rth of all chi 1dren et one time. nern ages
also may appear. Death records are less
common. Many town records have been
microfilmed and/or published. Most have
been preserved and may be searched at the
town hal1.***

Most of the parish registers in England
still "In Situ---in the individual parishes.

Efforts are being made for a bill to be I

brought before Parliament to nationalize
the records and put them in one place.

ELL IS ISLAND IHt116RAT ION HUSEUH
TO BE FINISHED THIS YEAR

The new Ellis Island Immigration
Museum, currently under construction and
scheduled to open in 1989 wm ten the
story of the largest migration in modem
history. The museum will be located in the
100,OOO-square foot Main BUilding--the
most histroically significant structure on
Ellis Island. Upon entering this unique
museum the visitor will begin to
experience 0 variety of stimulating
exhibits and audio-visual programs.

In addit i on to the exhibi try, the Museum
visitor wil1 discover other interesting, and
meaningful areas to visit. Onesuch area is
the William Randolph Hearst Oral History
Studio.



The Studio will be a central feature of
the Ellis Island Museum. Hundreds of taped
reminiscences of immigronts will be
available to vistors for listening. These
personal memories are a notional resource
doting bock to the turn of the century. It is
projected thet the studio will eventually
house the most extensive collection of oral
histories on immigrotion in the world.

PIons for the Museum also include the
creation of The Ubrory for Immigration

Studies. BOOks,photographs end microfiche
metert a1s that deeI with immigrati on
through Ellis Island as well as with general
patterns of immigration tn the U.S. will
make thi s library a 1eedtng reposi tory in
this country for information on '---./
immigration. At a cost of $140 mi11ion,a11
privately raised money, the Ellis Island
project is the largest restoration project
~f its leind in American history.
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