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Peggy Frazier. program chairperson, announces that ...
Aary Ellen Jones, UC, Bancroft Reference librarian, will be our guest

..-peaker. Mary Ellen thrills her audiences with unusual tales about
tombstones and their contributions to genealogy. It promises to be a
Quite ljyely meeting. She has special interest in the Mother Lode Country
where so many gold seekers ltvad and died. She sometimes uses colored
slides in her presentations. Dare you miss this meeting!

*********see you the 16th*********

LOOK AT HOHE PLEASE ..... NOW

Some of our topes can't seem to find their way home. Most heve been away

e long time. If you know where they ore, please show them the way home

et the Februory meeting. Here ore the lost "sheep."

C-l Born in the Cerultnes: Problem sotvtnq
by JoWhite Linn/Brent Holcomb

C-10 Reseorch in Virginia by N. Yontis
M-4 Preporing for a Geneology Trip by Bette Kot . .
M-B Researching New Eng. and Mayflower Ancestry by Edith Thomos
M-10 Is the computer for you? Helpful ways to organize metenet
M-l1 The Natlonal Archiyes by Artel Ricks



HAKE HY DAY

Genealogymademe what I am today.
***

Genealogyis relatively interesting.

VIRGINIA STATE LIBRARY RESEARCH
15 FREE _

The \lirginia State Library} built during
the Great Depression, was closed in August
of last year (our last report) due to major
electrical problems. However} there
apparently continues to be research service
available just for the asking. If research
clerks find the record you request} they will
send you a bill. Whenmoney is received} they
will mail you the record (much like the Nat.
Archives system). Send requests to: \lA
State Lib &. Archives} 11th Street at Capitol
Square} Richmond}\lA 23219-3491.

Among records evetleble are the following:
1810 (part i a1)- 1880} 1900 s1910 Federal

census on microfilm
1853-1893 bi rth &. death records on

microfilm
Pre-1865 deeds} wi 11s, court records}

marriages} etc.
1782-1979 land &. personal property tax

records for all \lA counti es
Military service records and/or penston

records for \lA soldiers who served during
the colonial wars} the Amer. Rev., War of
1812 &. Civil War.

CAN'- FIND THAT VA TOWN ON A HAP?

If the town of your ancestor is no longer on
the map} you might like to write to: U.S.
Board of Geographical National Center} Stop
523} Reston} \lA 22092. This center will
check records to see if such a community
ever existed in a specific area. The board
has records of name changes and no longer
existing towns.

COHE WALK WITH US

Comewalk with us}

Back through the vi ste of the years}
Which our ancestors knew.
Weseek the trails which once they trod}
To fi nd the spots where they once dweH.
And while we search about our hearts

}

Readweathered stones
}

And turn musty pages of the past}
Their spirits come alive and walk with us.
Welearn of them}
Their lives} their loves} their hates.
And with their knowledge}
Learn to understand ourselves

}

For each of them has giyen to us a past.
Weowe them this--
That they shall be remembered for that gift.

--Fern Stokes Ell er

Epitephs: Goneto see for myseIf.
***

I expected thi sI

But not so soon.
***

Here lies a father of 29
There would have beenmore
But he didn't have time.

HISTORY OF WASH INGTON COUNTYI TENH
IN THE HAKING

A collection of Topical &. Family Sketches is
being prepared by the WataugaAssociation of
Genealogists--Upper East} Tenn. The book
wi11 be 9x 12 hardbound in Simulated leather
with gold stamped cover. AntiCipated
deJjvery: Late 1988. The history will be
compiled by a11 families who are or once
were residents of Washington County} Tenn.
Each person may submit a 500 word f ami J y
story with one picture which will be printed
free for each household. The deadline fo
receipt of your story and picture is June 1~
1966. Mall your story &. picture to: wataugo
Assoc. of Gen.}P.O.Box 117, Johnson City TN
37605. I



THE GREAT PHILADELPHIA WAGONROAD

Root Cellar--Sacramento Genealogical
Society, P.O. Box 265, Citrus Heights, CA
95611, is sponsoring a Jo White Linn
Seminar, March 19th and 20th at Lichen
School, 6319 Lichen Drive, Citrus Heights.

On Saturday Jo White Linn will cover
-Migrat i on down the Great WagonRoad-(Penn.
thru Vi rgi nia to the Caroli nes and into
Georgia; movement of ethnic and religious
groups--specific families discussed). On
Sunday she speaks on "tnterpretetion of
Southern Research- and -Getting into Prtnt."
There is a charge for the seminer.

ENGLISH SURNAttES AND THEIR ORIGIN

Pat Monteith velunteered her summer, 1967,
issue of This England.an English publication,
which luckily for us, has a fascinating
article on the origin of some English
surnames. Here goes; I've pieked some of the

/' goodies from the article.
Not until the 15th century did surnames

become permanent or hereditary. Previous to
these times, single names given at the font,
such as Richard, John, Mary, Agnes, etc., and
also those which we would call nickenmes:
describing face, temperament, morals,
clothes, and general cherectert st i cs--Long,
Short, White, for example.

The growth of surnames comes from the
need for i denti f1ceti on. Let us take some
sample cases. William lives in the wood and
may well become known as Will i am of the
Wood hence Wi1liamWood. He has three, ,
sons. The first is known as Will's son, hence
Wilson. The second, Richard, prefers playing
in open spaces and is often found disport i ng
on the village green, thus we have Richard (of
the) Green. His brother Henry is a great one,-.."
with the axe and is indeed strong in the arm;
and so we have Henry Annstrong. Richard
has a son, Richardson. His son Dick has a
son, known as Dickson or Dixon.

In the 14th century o".ne~hip of even a

strip of land or humble dwelling could
establish a surname. There are, for instance,
40 such 1andho1ders recorded in Udimore,
Sussex, elons+e.q. Robert-Atte-wood
(Atwood), Simon-Atte-c1yffe (Atcliffe),
Alice-Atte-Lee (Attlee).

As the populat i on grew, occupations
became more distinctive end trade or
occupational names were established.
Examples from the sheep trade: Woo11er6
WooleY6 Woolman6 Staple6 Shearer6
Shean6 Lambert6 Shepherd6
Weatherhead6 8arker6 Weaver6 Webster6
Webb6 Walker6 Fu11er6 Tucker, Dyer6
t.tster, Hercer6 Draper6 Hetter, Capper6
Chaucer.

Names connected wi th food and supply
come down to us through the centuries:
Famer6 8aker6 tti11er6 8utcher.. Cook,
8rewster.. Ha1thus6 Cooper.. Vinter6
Fisher. Hunting, essential in early times,
gives us Hunt6 Hunter .• Ferrester, Foster6
Fowler6 Parker6 Skinner6 Warren6
Wamer6 Hert, Hinde6 Doe6 Stagg .•
Faulkner6 Fawkes.

Woodand all derived from it, our country
previously being all but covered in woods and
forests, played an ever important part in the
1ives of our ancestors. To this day we meet
Wood6 Woodhouse6 Woodman.• Wheeler6
Carpenter6 Wainwnght6 Cartwnght6
Arkwnght6 Sawyer6 Coleman.

Occupational names stretching back even
to Saxon times are in the telephone
directories tOday: Arrowsmith6 Piper6
Homb lower 6 8arber 6 scrt vener 6
Goldsmith .•Reeve6 Glazier and Hayward.
Over 350 Potters can be found in the London
phonedirectory in 1966.

In the buttery or larder, the Spencer is
checking the hugequantities of food (stores).
The "spensa" being an equivalent to a larder,
is e word still used in some North country
farmhouses. A princess now, but Lady Dtene
Spencer"s family name originated in the
servants' quarters!



LOCATING BIRTHPLACES OF BERMAN IMMI6RANT ANCESTORS
by Tom Reitter, P.O.Box 460, Livermore, CA 94550

(edited for brevity from uvermcre-amedor Gen.Society Qrtly Vol. 7, NO.2)
The first line I researched 'w'8Ssimple because the immigrant ancmor had, in his old.,

vritten letters to his children in ...,hich he named his ancestral village. Uninteresting letters
but Iceyfacts provided. In another case It 'w'8Sthe oblturary of my ancestor's uncle that provided
the birthplece. Try to collect all informetion possible on all ancestors and their siblings or even
their in-lws. This is true even if you don'texpect to learn anything ne'w'about your ancestor.
If nothi no else it is somethino to do 'Whenno d1reet li ne of attack presents itself.

In two other eeees the only listing of birthplace for a man and his 'Yife 'w'eSon their
tombstones in 10'w'8. Another problem came out ...,hen I tried to get their German marriage
record. I had an apprOximate year, and I had birth records for the1r chl1dren. As1t turned out,
the twn and 'WOmanwre Protestant, but the out-of-twn husband 'a'8S Catholic. The Catholic
'w'eddinghad taken place in a neighboring village. Never limit your searches to the religion you
expect based on American records.

Another case involved a very unusual name. The immigrant had married a German immigrant
from Alsace in 10'w'8. When h1s surname 'w'8Snot found bU a local profess10nal researcher 1n
Alsace anY'w'here reer the 'Yife's native village, I had to consider variant spellings and the
possibility that his name had been modified in French or American records. The key in this case,
ho'w'ever, 'w'8Schec~ng Civil War records. Despite being 40 years old, he spent a year 1n the
Union Army (alwlJS check for Civil War service if aged 15- 45 at the time). On his enlistment
record he had given as his bi rthplace a village 'Which 'w'8Snot listed in any reference (It had
probabl y been .•.ritten by someone else based on the sound). Because the surname 'w'8Sunusual, I
paid a German genealogist to check his large private files for the region. The only entry 'Yes for
a man from a village 'Yith a name simnar to the one in the Civil War record. Subsequently I
found my ancestor in the village records; the person in the geneelogist's files 'a'8S his uncle.

Another case involved 8 common name for ..•.hich family tradition provided 8 city of birth. As
ts frequently the case, the city records wre of no help. The surname occurred 1n many
neighboring villages. Because I kne'w'approximately ...,hensome helf-siblings of my ancestor
had emiereted, I 'Wrote to the state (not federal) archives in Germany. After several months
they .•.rote baclcthat they had found a possi ble appropriate file, .•.hich they offered to copy upon
receipt of their research fee. The file turr.ed out to be the bureaucratic paperwork required for
my ancestor's half-brother to get permission to emigrate from Imperial Germany
( 1871- 1918) ee a draft-age male. The file i ncluded two letters e by hi~ eieter in LA My
ancestor's birthplace 'w'8Sin the paper'WOrkalong vith other interesting information.

Many German states in the 19th century requi red permission to emigrate, even prior to
formation of the Second German Empire in 1871. These files usually have information on
occupation, immediate family, and financial situation.

My last Germen 11ne 'w'8Sparticularl II difficult. The name, Jo3eph fischer, is extremel y
common throughout Germany. Once I had exhausted his 'w'ife's home area, there seemed to be
no..•.here to loo\(. Joseph Fisehers' of appropriate aoe and occupation could be found evenl'w'here.

The key 'YeS two small -visiti ng card- photogr8phs, 'w'hich wre frequentl y ordered by
German emigrants duri ng the second half of the 19th century prior to leavi ng. These typicall Y
had the name and address of the photographer on the bac\(. In this case, I had t'w'odifferent ones
from twos about 30 miles apart. I proceeded to hire a local researcher on the assumption that
the ancestor's villaoe 'w'8Sin this reeien. The researcher found my ancestor on the emiorant file
list in the German state archives for this region. His occupation, exact date of birth, and
approxi mate date of emigration all agreed 'Yith ...,het I al ready kne...,from other sources, so I am
conf1dent that tms ts the riQht person.

I have found all eight of my German immigrant ancestors' birthplaces. Why? German
immigrants tended to come later (i n American history) ...,hen records and ne'w'Spapers 'Were
better 1n Amer1ca. German records tend to be better organ1zed and the1r ercmves are staffed by
professional archivists. There also seems to be greater variety of German surnames I vhich
help$ to reduce confusion.



PATTY CONNETT ANNOUNCES LIBRARY TRIPS
Librory Trips Commlttee Chetrperson Potty Connett hes indtceted

that members may take advantage of errenqed llbrary trips. Here's the
schedule:
Tuesday. February 22 ceur. Geneologicol Society Librory 300
Brannon Street (Suite 409), Son Frenctsco, $5.00 fee for non-CGS
members. Meet behind Alpha Bete, Denville et 8:30 if you wish to
carpool
Wednesday. March 1 National Archives, 1000 CommodoreDrive,
San Bruno; meet et 8:30 behind Alpha Beto to carpool
Honday. Harch 22 Moyflower societg, 405 14th Street, Oeklend:
meet et 9:00 behind Alpho Beta to cerpoot
Wednesday. April 27 Cahfornio Historical Society, 2099 Pocific
Avenue, SonFrencisco: meet et noonbehind Alpho Bete to carpool
Tuesday. May 24 Doe Library, U. C. Campus,Berkeley; meet Alpha
Bete 8:30 to carpool
June. 1988 California GeneologySociety Fair, time and plece yet to
be announced;a fantastic event last year

RESEARCH IN6 FOR A HA IDEN NAHE

Here ore 0 few hints for those of you having difficulty finding the malden
name of a relett ve:
1. Obtain a death certificate if within the past 100 years.
2. If more than 100 years, obtain all her children's death certificates.
3. Seek out newspoper obituories.
4. Obtain her children's merrteqe certificotes.
5. Exemtne pub1i c church records found in 1ibreri es.
6. Exerntneunpublished records microfilmed et bronch LOSlibrertes.
7. Exomine the Internotiono1 Gen.Index (lGI) on microfiche et LOSlib.
8. Obtoin divorce popers from county courthouse where filed.
9. Exomine Newspoper Indexes by Anito CheekMilner for records from

burned courthouses end churches no longer in existence.
10. Reedcounty histories for biogrophies of indtvtduels end their temtlles.

11. Reodmilltory pension information, widow's erreoevtts. bounty land
warrants.

12. Readpubllshed family genealogies, tnbltoqrephtes in book form.
13.Examine Survey of American Gen.Periodicals Indexes by Kip Sperry;

also state and local historical SOCietyquertsrltes.
14. Look for wills; identifies daughters usually with merried nemes. Write

local historical societies and ask for an index check.
15. Sendout Queries to periodicals and querterltes in the areas where your

ancestors were.
16. Research deeds and other lend deedsand records.
17. Sometimes 0 census record will mention 0 mother-tn-lew.

DESCENDANTS



5TUDY 6~OU"5 HEETl' DI5CU991' LEARN

The speci01study groups organized et the
January general membership meeting hove
met and token vertous courses of action.
Here's 6 progress report on the five groups.

Computers: At Peg Frazier's house, January
27; 10 people showed; shored 611 aspects of
computer used in genealogy; Roots, IBMhard
disc owners hod most to share; wi 11meet at
Bob Heacox's house on Feb29; other members
looking into what programs to buy. Peg is
available via phone for questions; she uses
Fami1y Roots program.
Irish: Met January 27 at Mary Parrott's
house; 8 people attended: meeting egetn
Februory and in March; Marilyn Fullam heads
group; discussed ttmeune, history. methods
of research in Ireland end problem solving.
GermCln: Have not met yet; wi 11meet at
Carol 61over's house p.m. on February 16
f 011owi ng our generol membership meeti ng.

SAN RAMON VALLEY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

BOX 305
DIABLO, CA 94528

Southern: Met January 28 at Carol sutrtn's" .
house; 12 attended; meeting next time at >

Frances Lloyd's house on March 3, 10 e.m.:
traded ideas, information; lots of beginners
present; members will continue to shore
metertels.
PubHcCltions: Met January 27 et F. Lloyd's
house; next meeting February 24; 9 people in
attendance; each given an esslqnment to do,
research/share for next meeting; each to
bring two copies of assignment.

YES l' NOHI NAT ION COHM ITIEE NEEDED
ALREADY

Prest dent Loret to vrem sh remi nded
members of the Executive Board at its
meeting on February 3 that planning must
take place now for next year's officers. Two
members of the nomtnetinq committee were
appointed a1reody; a third will be solicited
from the floor at the next generol
membership meeting.


