9

AR

7~ ENEALOGICAL
OGIETY

AMONA JALLEY

NEWSLETTER
P.O. Box 305
Diablo, CA 94528-8305

President: Shirley Terry
Editor: Betty Vail

Meetings: 10:00 a.m.

3rd Tuesday of month
(except August & December)
Golden State Rehabilitation
7777 Norris Canyon Road
San Ramon, CA

Hospital

Vol XTI _No 3

QPI\erhPr 1997

THIS MONTH

September

16, 1997

Bette Kot, librarian, instructor, lecturer, and a professional genealogist,

will speak on LEARNINGYOUR WAY AROUND SUTRO LIBRARY. Bette has co-
authored two books on the library: CITY DIRECTORIES AT SUTRO LIBRARY
and MASSACHUSETTS VITAL RECORDS AT SUTRO.

LAST MONTH
Reported by Fran and Bob Schweitzer

Twelve SRVGS members presented memora-
bilia and antiques to illustrate how they can
arouse interest in ancestors and genealogy.

PAT SALTGAVE shared an authentic Indian
peace pipe and told how she was able to search
government records and history books to trace its
relationship to her family,

WIN KYNETT displayed a beautiful, revers-
ible, summer-winter design woven cotton throw.
It was machine made in 1843 and, at the time,
cost $7.00. His family had used it as a room
divider for many years until he found out its
original story and current value.

JOYCE EVANS showed an embroidered
sampler dated 1817 which included not only
pictures but family names and dates of mar-
riages.

MARGE KOENIG inherited two complete sets
of dark Bavarian clothing along with pictures of
relatives wearing them.

THERON NELSON followed a map of a rural
postal route to find the Nelson graveyard and

part of a grave marker.

JANET KOPAL had a wedding dress, breast
watch, and pictures of her grandparents and
their home in Woodburmn, Oregon. The watch
could be seen in the photos.

ED O'DONNELL explained about the Cana-
dian Peter Robinson expedition and an ink well
carved by a Joilet Prison inmate which no one
can connect with the family.

LOIS TAYLOR showed a Civil War Military
Medallion. She was able to research government
pension and military records from the engraved
information.

IRMA DOTSON, while researching in West
Virginia, discovered that 5200 medals had not
been claimed by Civil War veterans. She was
able to obtain her uncle's medal which contained
valuable information.

Irma also shared JIM DOTSON's mystery cup
from the St. Louis Fair that had his mother's
name engraved on it although she had not vet
been born.
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SRVGS EVENTS

16 TUESDAY - 10:00 a.m. General Meeting.

AROUND SUTRO,

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER
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BETTE KOT on LEARNING YQUR WAY
7777 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon.

18 THURSDAY - 10:00 a.m. Organizational meeting for European Interest Group,

7777 Norris Canyon road.

23 TUESDAY -

Details on page 20.
9:00 a.m. Library Trip to Sutro.

See page 20.

30 TUESDAY - 10:00 a.m. Organization & Beginning Genealogy class at Fran

Lloyd's, 210 Town & County, Danville.

OTHER EVENTS

11 THURSDAY - 7:30 p.m.

1350 Galindo St.,

Conceord.

17 WEDNESDAY -1:00 p.m.
UNION CIVIL WAR DRAFT RECORDS.

Contra Costa Co Gen Soc,
KATHY CASTRC cn PALATINE RESEARCH.
Gen Assoc of Sacramento,

Details on page 20.

Concord Police Station,

Inc. NANCY MOREBECK on

Details below.

19 FRIDAY - 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. National Archives Workshop on Military

Records
5009.
Dr., San Bruno.

Part II,

20 SATURDAY - 8:30 a.m., L-AGS One-Day Genealcgical Seminar.

SRVGS EVENTS

$15 in advance;

OCTOBER

Civil War to WWII. Contact ROSE MARY KENNEDY (415) 876-
520 at door. National Archives, 1000 Commordore

Details below.

7 TUESDAY - 10:00 a.m. Board Meeting at Fran Lloyd's, 210 Town & Country,

Danville.

28 TUESDAY -
Archives.
OTHER EVENTS

9 THURSDAY - 7:30 p.m. Contra Costa Co Gen Soc,

1350 Galindo St.,
prcblems.

11 SATURDAY - 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Concord stake,

Everyone welcome.

21 TUESDAY - 10:00 a.m. General Meeting,
KENTUCKY RESEARRCH.

9:00 a.m. Library Trip to Sacramento State Library and

FREDERICK "RICK" SHERMAN on

Concord Police Station,

Concord STUMP THE PANEL with your genealcgical

Walnut Creek Stake and

Concord/Walnut Creek Family History Center All Day Seminar "Digging for
Your Roots. DON BAKER keynote speaker. Info:

9386.

Jackie Hein,

(510) 827-

23 THURSDAY - Gen Soc of Santa Cruz presents A DAY WITH HANK Z. JONES.

Details below.

OFFICERS to Contact
President: Shirley Terry 825-1433
Vice Pres.: Carol Glover 8295-7207
Membership: Patty Erickson

229-0DB89
10 Ridge Place
Pleasant Hill CA 94523-1609
Annual dues: Individual $15
Family 520
NEWSLETTER
Editor: Betty Vail 283-3596
824 Moraga Road
Lafayette CRA 94549
Mailing: Barbara Dittig 6548-5364
Lucy Carver B837-3146
The newsletter is published each
month except RAugust and December

LIVERMORE-AMADQR
GENEALOGICAL SEMINAR
LDS Stake Center
6101 Valley, Pleasanton, CA
September 20, 1997
Fee: $15. (This includes lunch
if your reservation is made by

Saturday, September. 13.)
Registration at 8:30 a.m.
Sessions begin at 9:00 a.m.
Speakers include MARGE
BELL, JOLENE ABRAHAMS
RON FRYE, HAL MILLER,
and GARTH LUDWIG and
several SRVGS members. Con-
tact Jolene Abrahams: (510)
447-9386,
LNXKO06B@prodigy.com; Joe
Toland, (510) 846-9269

tiger@pacbell.net

GENEALOGY

ASSOCIATION OF

SACRAMENTO
Sept. 17, NANCY MORE-
BECK will speak on UNION
CIVIL WAR RECORDS, 1:00
p.m. at the Colonial Heights
Library, 4799 Stockton Blvd,
Sacramento. For more info call
(916) 682-8004 or (916) 428-
9264.

A DAY WITH

HANK Z JONES
Oct. 23, Genealical Society of
Santa Cruz, Live Oak Grange
Hall, 1700 17th Ave., Santa
Cruz. Registration $15, $7 for
box lunch. Info: (408) 439-
1438.


mailto:LNXK06B@prodigy.com;
mailto:tiger@pacbell.net
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

jnd

SOUTHERN - Meets 2

IRISH - Meets 279 Wednesday 10:00 a.m. September

Pl., Pleasant Hill. (229-0889)
CALIFORNIA
MAC COMPUTER

- Meets 3™ Wednesday

PUBLISHING - Meets when needed.
Steiner (283-0867.)
ROOTS USERS - Official Comsoft

- Meets with the Irish group.

10:00 a.m. September
32 Corte Nogal, Danville. (837-4444)
If you would like help with a publishing project,

Tuesday 10:00 a.m. Next meeting October 14. Place to be announced.
10 and October 8 at Patty Erickson's, 10 Ridge

call Jane

II/TV  users will meet in room AB, 7777 Norris Canvon Road,

Tuesday following the general meeting.

MIDWEST - To be announced.
INTERNET- To be announced.
EUROPEAN

the Golden State Rehabilitation

- Organizational meeting at 10:00 a.m., September

(LAST MONTH Continued from page 17.)

BARBARA  CULBERTSON  had a framed
wedding handkerchief that had been carried by
family brides since 1890.

ARDITH STEGER showed an elegant velvet
sewing box dated 1841. It included such tools as
button hooks, awls, etc.

SHIRLEY TERRY presented
pitchers engraved with another
name.

Shirley also handed out an information sheet
titted DON'T LET YOUR HEIRLOOMS END
UP IN AN ANTIQUE STORE.,

a set of silver
spelling of her

REVIEWS

Dorothy Stanton

Now that our society has a shelf in the reference
section of the Danville Public Library (on Front
Street), we want to call your attention to a few
of the books to be found there.

MAP GUIDE TO THE U.S. FEDERAL CEN-
SUSES 1790-1920 by William Thorndale and
William Dollarhide. 445 pp. GPC 1987
(R929.373 ]

If your ancestor seems to have resided in
several counties, according to census indexes, it
doesn't necessarily mean that he moved a lot.
Maybe the county boundaries changed.

The 400 maps in this book show the counties
of each state at each of the census years super-
imposed over modern times. Each map also lists
which county lines exist and which are lost.
Included are facts about each census, an index of

all counties (past and present) and a
state-by-state  bibliography  of sources.  This
award-winning publication is an important
research tool for genealogists.,

THE HANDYBOOK
United States
(929.2]

This is usually the first book that genealogist
buy for their home library. Although it has
maps of each state with the current county lines,

FOR GENEALOGISTS
of America Everton Publishers

its main strength is the information on each
county, past and present. It lists date of infor-
mation, the parent county or territory from

which it was organized, what records are avail-
able and where they are located (including
address and phone number.)

THE GENEALOGISTS ADDRESS BOOK [929.
10257 Bentley ], GPC 1991

Check this book for addresses and supplemen-
tal information on archives and libraries (with
genealogical holdings) on the national, regional,
county and city level. It also lists historical
societies, ethnic and religious sources, periodi-
cals and newsletters. This copy was donated 10
our library by JO BOLENBAKER.

THE REDBOOK: THE NATIONAL DIREC-
TORY OF MORTICIANS 1989 [R393 Redbook ]

This book lists funeral homes by state and city
with addresses and phone numbers. If you don't
find it on our shelf, check for it on the general
reference shelves. It keeps getting misshelved,
so please return it to our shelf when you finish
with it.

17 meeting at Manny Lindner's,

18, in the general meeting room at
Hospital, 7777 Norris Canyon Rd., San Ramon.
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SRVGS NEWS
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE EUROPEAN INTEREST GROUP
[ have been really looking forward to Septem- If you are interested in meeting with other
ber this year as my summer was extremely busy members involved in European research, be sure
getting some of my Siems family history into 1o attend the organizational meeting 10:00 a.m.,

print for my dad's goth birthday and organizing
our yvoungest daughter's wedding.

The September dates were off in our summer
newsletter.  All but our newest members realize
that our board meetings are the first Tuesday of
the month and the general meetings are always
the third Tuesday of the month. Program Chair-
man JANE STEINER has planned some great
programs. For September 16, she has asked
BETTE KOT to tell us what Sutro Library in San
Francisco has, so we can plan what we'll do there
on our September 23rd Library Trip.

Those planning upcoming meetings should
remember to check the dates with CAROL
HUVANE, our Interest Group Coordinator, to
avoid conflicts with other groups (especially
when changing to a different time or day.)

We have scheduled Thursday, September 18,
(two days after our general meeting) as an orga-
nizational meeting for the 30 people who ex-
pressed an interest in German, Scottish, English,
French, [Italian and Scandinavian research.
There was also interest in Dutch, Portuguese,
Polish, Russian and Eastern European research.

If you absolutely cannot make the meeting but
want to make your wishes known, check the
chart entitle "SRVGS European Interest Groups”
on the bulletin board at the general meeting to
find and talk to another member with the same
interest who can relay your thoughts.

The Livermore-Amador  Genealogical Society's
annual seminar on Saturday, September 20, is at
Pleasanton this year (See page 18). Several
SRVGS members will be among the knowledge-
able speakers. This is a great opportunity to
learn more about genealogical subjects.

As you can see, we're going to be very busy

this month. I'm looking forward to seeing you
and getting acquainted with our many newer
members. Don't forget to pick up our new

directory at the general meeting.
— Shirley Siems Terry

MEMBER CLASS
It's time to go back to school. The next class,
Organization and Beginning Genealogy, will meet
at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, September 30, 1997, at
FRAN LLOYD'S, 210 Town & Country, Dan-
ville (837-9382).

Tuesday, September 30th, in our regular room at
the Golden State Rehabilitation  Hospital, 7777

Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon.

COMPUTER EXPERT

Have you been wondering what computer
would best meet your needs? DENISE SHOO. a
new SRVGS member and expert on computer
hardware, is willing to work one-on-one  with
society members (o suggest a suitable computer
or evaluate your current hardware. Denise, who
keeps up with prices, can make suggestions
based on your price range and can advise you on
where to find the best buys. Her phone number
is 830-1235. Welcome to SRVGS, Denise!

SEPTEMBER LIBRARY TRIP

On Tuesday, September 23, we will explore
Sutro Library. We will meet at 9:00 a.m. in the
back parking lot of the Danville Lucky store on
Diablo Blvd, or in the upper parking lot of the
Orchard Nursery in Lafayette. These trips are a
great way to meet new members and to get
personal help from experienced ones.

PROGRAM REPORTERS NEEDED
Have you always wanted to see your name in
print? Do you want to keep an edge on your
writing skills while researching material for that
book on family genealogy that you plan to write?
If you would like to be a program reporter,
please let BETTY VAIL know.

WE SAID IT WITH A BRICK
The Museum of the San Ramon Valley said
thank you.

HUSELM _
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VALLEY LB
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SAN RAMUN VALLEY
LENEALOMGICAL SOCIETY
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RESEARCHING ACROSS THE UNITED STATES

CORRECTION: In the July/August edition of
the newsletter, the name and address of the
owner of the two books, History of the State of
California and Biographical Records of Coast
Counties and History of Contra Costa County,
with Biographical Skerches, was incorrect. The
owner of the books is Curt Rowe. His Internet
address is: curtrowe@ix.netcom.com

CIVIL WAR INCOME TAX RECORDS: If your
ancestor was in the United States during the
Civil War, another possible source of records can
be found in the Civil War income tax records.
The Internal Revenue Act of 1862 instituted a
tax to pay for the war. It was in effect from
1862-1872 and the records are available through
the National Archives. This could be particu-
larly valuable if your ancestor owned a business
or a reasonable amount of property. Check the
Guide ro Genealogical Research in the National
Archives for film numbers.

(CCCGS Newsletter, Vol. 12, No. 7, July 1997.)

CALIFORNIA:  History of Contra Costa, pub-
lished in 1882, was given to the Oakland LDS
Family History Center. The San Ramon Valley
Historical Society has a copy of the narrative of
the San Ramon Valley (Township #2) and draw-
ings of a few of the pioneer men — no women!
The copy is in the protective custody of Ardith
Steger 837-4306.

CALIFORNIA: If you are doing California
research and in particular San Francisco re-
search, plan a visit to the Main Library at Larkin
& Grove Street. The 6th floor contains the San
Francisco History Center with much valuable
information, such as the Sanborn Fire Insurance
Maps (1866-1928) on microfilm, Index to Deeds.
Grantor and Grantee (1850-1928) and city direc-
tories, 1850-1900 on microfilm (except 1889-
1900). The History Center is closed Mondays.
The San Francisco Photo Collection is also on the
6th floor, with over 300,000 historic photos
(open Tues/Thurs 1:00-5:00 p.m. and Saturday
10:00 am.- 5:00 p.m.). The 5th floor is the
magazine and newspaper center with many older
issues of the San Francisco and California news-
papers. For information call: (415) 557-4400.
(SCCH&GS Newsletter, Vol. 42, Issue 6, June
1997.)

ILLINOIS: Information about the Illinois State
Historical Library research printed in the
July/August newsletter was incorrect. The

correct information is on page 23.

ILLINOIS: Copies of microfilmed Illinois death
certificates  (1916-1942) kept by the Vital Re-
cords Office, Illinois Department of Public

Health, may be obtained by writing for not more
than two names at once, with death dates, to:
Illinois State Archives, Margaret Cross Nortron
Building, Springfield, Il 62756. Send no money
or SASE. You will be billed $.50 for each certif-
icate found. Death records for the years prior to
1916 were kept by the county clerks, although
very few counties kept any death records before
1877.

(CCCGS Newsletter, Vol. 12, No. 5, May 1997.)

MISSOURI:  The Ozarks Genealogical Society,
Inc. offers a list of publications available. Write
o the society at PO Box 3945, Springfield MO
65808-3945.

(CSGA Newsletter, Vol. 15, No. 6, June 1997.)

OHIQ: The State Historical Society has the
following research aids: 1) Free information
packet.  Write to them at 1892 Velma Ave.,

Columbia OH 43211. 1) E-mail requests may be
sent to the Society for a half-hour search of the
following indexes: vital records, probate indexes
and naturalization. 2) For each search (one name
in one source) the fee is $3. A statement will be
sent following the search. The on-line address is
ohsref@winslo.ohio.gov  3) Access the society's
home page at http://winslo.ohio.gov/ohswww/
oshhome.html 4) Rent Ohio newspapers through
your library. Order the form from the Society,
then send it to them with a check for $8.
(CCCGS Newsletter, Vol. 12, No. 1, January

1997.)

PENNSYLVANIA: The Washington County
Pennsylvania Historical Society offers research
services for a fee. Contract researchers will
conduct specific research requests. Also the
organization offers a Washington County re-

search kit for $10. Write the society at 49 E.
Maiden Street, Washington PA 15301 or call
(412) 225-6740.

{(CSGA Newsletter, Vol. 15, No. 6, June 1997.)
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EUROPEAN AND ETHNIC RESEARCH

FOREIGN CURRENCY: Reusch International,
700 Eleventh St. NW, Washington, DC 20001-
4507, exchanges American currency for foreign
currency. The fee for the service is $3 and
requires the consumer's Social Security number.
Phone: (800) 424-2923.

(FGS Forum, Vol. 9, No. 2, Summer 1997.)
GENERAL: If you would like to contact the
Genealogical Association of English Speaking
Researchers in Europe, call 011-49-6227-51942;
Fax 011-49-6227-54008;  write CMR 420, Box
142, APO AE 09063; e-mail whit@jas-net,de
(CSGA Newsletter, Vol. 15, No. 7, July 1997.)

CANADA: A new quarterly publication, Can-
ada's Family History News: The Newsletter for
Genealogical and Historical Researchers, is avail-
able from Family History News c/o Parr's Pub-
lishing, 525 Ritson Road North, Oshawa, Ontario
L1G 5R4 Canada. Information  available by
calling (905) 728-2037.

(CSGA Newsletter, Vol. 15, No. 6, June 1997.)

CZECHOSLOVAKIA:  The Czechoslovak Gene-
alogical Society International, PO Box 16225, St.
Paul, MN 55116-0225 is holding its annual
conference the [irst four days of October in
Bloomington, MN. For information about the
organization or the forthcoming conference
contact the society.

(CSGA Newsletter, Vol, 15, No. 6, June 1997.)

ENGLAND: Original letters, diaries, photo-
graphs, art work, scrapbooks, maps, official
papers, newspapers, uniforms and other memo-
rabilia and items from World War I are contained
in the Liddle Collection housed in the Brotherton
Library, University of Leeds, Leeds, England
L52 9IT.

(FGS Forum, Vol. 9, No. 2, Summer 1997.)

FRENCH: Avoraynu, The International Review
of Jewish Genealogy, Vol. XII, No. 1, Spring
1997, contains several articles on conducting

genealogical research in France including "Basic
Genealogical Research in France," "Changes in
Access to French Naturalization Documents,"
"Emigration from Alsace-Lorraine,” and Jewish

in Paris."”
Vol. 15, No. 7, July 1997.)

Cemeteries
(CSGA Newsletter,

GERMAN: The German Post Office has changed
its way of handling international reply coupons.
Only one IRC can be accepted for any letter or
package. Any postal charges in excess of the
value of the IRC must be paid in cash by the
mailer. One $1.05 IRC provides 3DM of postage
for foreign mail. This covers about one sheet of
paper and the envelope.

(Theakiki [ Kankakee Valley Gen Soc Quarterly ]
Vol. 27, No. 3, August 1997.)

JEWISH: Curt Witcher in his column,
Sources, provides an extremely informational
article on "Jewish and Eastern European Trea-
sures Right at Your Fingertips" in Ancestry, Vol.
15, No. 3, June/July 1997.

Avotaynu, The International Review of Jewish
Genealogy, Vol. XII, No. 1, Spring 1997, contains
several invaluable articles including several on
France. Others consist of "Nineteenth and
Twentieth  Century Polish Directories as Re-
sources for Genealogical Information,” "The
Location of U.S. Naturalization Records,” "Books
on Jewish History," "New Jewish Records of
Hungary and Russia Available at the LDS Li-
brary," and "Jewish Genealogical Societies and
Special Interest Groups.

(CSGA Newsletter, Vol. 15, No. 7, July 1997))

Library

NATIVE AMERICAN: Oklahoma Genealogical

Society Quarterly, Vol. 42, No 1. 1997. includes

an article on "Evidence of Marriage in Creek

National Records."

(CSGA Newsletter, Vol. 15, No. 8, August 1997.)
An article on "The Scots-Irish as Choctaw,"

was published in The Irish At Home and

Abroad, Vol. 4, No. 2, 1997.

(CSGA Newsletter, Vol. 15, No. 9, September

1997.)

QUAKER: The National Society Descendants of
Early Quakers, alineage organization founded in
September 1980, has two objectives: to promote
historical research and scholarly efforts to pre-
serve family records and documents and to
promote appreciation and recognition of the
accurate and extensive family records kept by
the Society of Friends. Contact Mary C. Austin,
32 Heather Way, Larkspur CA 94939 for infor-
mation.

(CSGA Newsletter, Vol,
1997.)

15, No. 9, September
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CORRECTION

The information on the Illinois Genealogical
Society in the RESEARCHING ACROSS THE
UNITED STATES section of the July/August
newsletter is incorrect. The following informa-
tion on the revised search policy guidelines for
NON-ILLINOIS  residents was printed in the
Chicago Genealogical Society newsletter, March
1997,

1. Request not more than four searches
per letter,

2. Include a non-refundable payment of
$10 for each search requested. Send a check or
money order payable 1o ILLINOIS STATE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

3. Do not send another letter of request
until we have responded to your first one.

4. Give gpecific information.  Requests
must provide the individual's full name and

exact date and place — month, day, and year as
well as city and county — of the event in ques-
tion. Please be sure to type or print legibly.

5. If you do not have the specific infor-
mation needed for a reasonable search by our
staff, you may borrow our newspaper on micro-

film wvia interlibrary loan through  your local
library to do your own research.
6. If our search is unsuccessful, you will

be notified of that fact.
7. Each letter of request must _include a

self-addressed, stamped, business-sized  enve-
lope.

LOS ANGELES RECORDS
The early Los Angeles District Court and

County Court records were moved to the Hun-
tington Library in San Marino on November 1,
1996, and include all civil, divorce, probate, and

criminal records. Inquiries regarding indexing,
copying, or access to the case files should be
referred to Mr. William P. Frank, Curator, The

Huntington  Library, 1151 Oxford Road, San
Marino CA 91108. The Library plans to create
a computer database into which each of the
7,852 cases will be entered by case number
judge, plaintiff, defendant, date, subject head-
ings, and deponents and others mentioned in any
significant way. The database will be available
to scholars, the Superior Court, and the public
and will be a source for various printed indexes.
(FGS Forum, Vol. 9, No. 2, Summer 1997.)
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RESEARCHING ON THE INTERNET

-

NATIONAL ARCHIVES:  The National Ar-
chives has recently introduced a cute "Soundex
Machine” online to their Web site. You can find
the correct Soundex for any surname. Look at:
http://www.nara.gov/genealogy/soundex/
soundex.html

ANIMATED MAP: An animated map of the
expansion of the United States can be found.
Once this has been loaded, you can view a map
of the States that changes boundaries by years.
http://www.wwu.edu/"stephan/48states.html
(CSGA Newsletter, Vol. 15, No. 7, July 1997.)

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY LIBRARY: The
card catalog is now online.
http://www.contra-costa.lib,ca.us

CALIFORNIA STATE GENEALOGICAL ALLI-
ANCE: The Alliance has a new URL.
http://feefhs.org/csga/frg-csga.html

(CCCGS Newsletter, Vol. 12, No. 2, May 1997.)

ARMY RECORDS: There is an online index to
the U.S. Army Military History Institute records,
which includes pictures of individuals.
http://carlisle-www.army.mil/usamhi
MARITIME RECORDS: The Mariners' Muse-
ums holdings are listed in the OCLC, the biblio-
graphic database maintained by and accessible
through most public and academic libraries.
http://www,mariner.org

(CSGA Newsletter, Vol. 15, No. 9, September
1997.)

NEW YORK LIBRARY: You can order by
Interlibrary loan up to five microfilm reels at a
time from the New York Library for a minimal
charge. View a list of the holdings on the Web-
site at:
http://www.rand.org/cgibin/Genea/rslsearch.pl

AVOTAYNU: The International Review of
Jewish Genealogy Website:
www.avotaynu.com

An index to all issues of Avotaynu is available

on the Web at:
www.avotaynu.com/indexsum.html
(CSGA Newsletter, Vol. 15, No. 8, August 1997.)
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

MURPHY'S LAWS APPLIED TO GENEALOGY

1. Ink fades and paper deteriorates at a
rate inversely proportional to the value of
data recorded. (Rough translation, it means
your grocery lists will outlive your grand-
children but the genealogy you drove 1000
miles to find last summer is nearly gone.)

2. No one in your family tree ever did
anything noteworthy, they always rented
property, they never sued, and they were
never named in or had wills, and they had a
surname that was nearly all vowels.

3. None of the photographs in your de-
ceased Grandmother's picture album were
identified. (That is, of course, assuming

SAN RAMON VALLEY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
BOX 305
DIABLO, CA 94528-0305

FIRST CLASS MAIL

that her impatient heirs didn't burn that old

junk. If they did, it was all carefully la-
beled).
4. You neglected to ask (fill

in the name of any pertinent relative) about
their family recollections while they were
still alive. And now you have developed a
keen interest in Ouija boards.

5. Whenyou find a courthouse in the South
in the area that you are researching that
wasn't burned by the Yankees, you soon
discover that one of the early sheriffs of
the county did burn it.

(Author Unknown)
(Rio Grande Researcher, Vol. XXVI, June 1997.)



