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THIS ·1Dffil

John Movius will speak on Eastern European Family
History. Mr. Movius, president and webmaster of the
Federation of Eastern European Family History Socie-
ties, has researched in Europe. He appears on-line
in the AOL Genealogy Forum of ten national East Euro-

pean message boards and is an on-line resource and
problem solver on AOL's German and Eastern European
chat hour most Tuesdays and Saturdays. This is a
speaker you won't want to miss. - Jeanette Moses

LAST MONTH
Reported by Christine Scott

Judith Svoboda, a "ell kno"n Bay Area Genealo-
gist and lecturer, spoke about 'Probate Records;
Understanding and Using Thel.·

She explained the probate process and pointed
out that, since probate is a public process, it
generates 'paper' valuable to genealogists. A
trust "ill lilit the ·paper·, but, as 115. Svoboda
pointed out, there is alMays sOlething people
forget to put in a trust and this "ill appear in
probate.

Hs. Svoboda suggested that public abstractions
should be used as an index to and a locator of
the original ~il15 or records. A typescript is
suspect as a source, for sOleone else has copied
the inforlation fro! the original record. There
uy be as nny as three copies of a Mill -the
original copy, the court copy and the executor's
copy. The latter lay be found in a lanuscript
coli ec:tion.

"Not all "ills are created equal,' Hs. Svoboda
said. There is an attelpt to have a universal

laM based on one that is no" in effect in t"enty
states. This laM insures that the spouse is not
left destitute, that the state gets its taxes,
and that the funeral director is paid; creditors
cOlpete for the residue.

Hs. Svoboda also discussed the LaMS of Descent
and Diltribution and do"er rights. She stressed
that it is ilportant to know the laws of the
state at the tile period of the probate and the
history of the laMs. Hs. Svoboda recollended
several references: Inheritance in Alerica frol
Colonial Tiles to the Present by, Carole Shallas,
et. al., The Statues at Large; Being a Collection
of the LaMS of Virginia by Walter Hening; Law in
Colonial Hassachusetts, 1630-1800 by the Colonial
Society of Hassachusettsl the Essential Guide to
Wills, Estates, Trusts, and Death Taxes by Alex J
Soled; A History of Alerican Law by Friedlan;
and WOlen and the Law of Property by Hary Lind
Sallon. Hs. Svoboda also recol.ended the chapter
on Alerican Court Records in The Source and the
chapter about probate records The Researcher's
Guide to Aurican Genealogy by Val D. Greenwood.
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SRvas EVENTS
12 - TUESDAY 10100 a.l. Southern Intertst Group Nill Itet. See page 59.
13 - WEDNESDAY 10:00 a.l. Irish and California Group. Nill leet. See page 59.
19 - TUESDAY 10:00 a.l. SRVGS Heetlng. John Hovius Nill speak on 'Eastern European Falily History';

12130 Roots Users Mill leet at Ruth Pfeiffer's, 59 Hariposa Ct., Danville, (837-5160)
26 - TUESDAY 9:00 a.l. Santa Clara Central Library trip. .

OTHER EVENTS
12 - TUESDAY 7130 p••• The Liverlore-AI.dor Gen Sac leeting. Don Baker Nill speak on NeM England Re-

search. Congregation Beth Elek, 1886 College Ave., Llverlore. For Inforlatlon cIII David
Abrahals (447-9386) or John Naldtn (443-2057) ••

23 - SATURDAY 9:00-11100 a.l. San Mateo Genealogical Society 'Learn to Copy Your OMn Photos.' Details
belON. .'

26 - TUESDAY - 1100 p.l. Sacra.ento Gerlan Gtn Soc regular leeting. John Moviul "ill present up-to-date
inforlation on the latest in Gerlan research. North.inster Presbyterian Church, 3235 Pope Ave.,
Sacruento.

29 - THURSDAY - 7100 p.l. Concord ~ Walnut Creek FHC Julia Purdie will tell IHow to Edit the ancestral
File in Falily Search." 3700 Concord Blvd., Concord

APRIL ~
SRVaS EVENTS '

2 - TUESDAY - 10:00 a.l. SRVGS Board Heeting at Francis Lloyd's. ALL HEHBERS WELCOHE. '
16 - TUESDAY - 10100 a.l. SRvas Heeting at Danville NOlen's Club. Hr. and Hrs. Bill Rupp Mill speak on

"The Oregon Trail'; 12130 Roots Group will leet at Ruth Pfeiffer ••
IS - THURSDAY - 10100 a.l. Mac COlputer Group

OTHER EVENTS
10 - WEDNESDAY - 7130 p.l. San Hateo Co Sen sot 'HOH to Use Persl' by Betty Kat, Bellont City Hall, 1365

5th Ave., Bel.ont, Alpex Cafeteria.
20 - SATURDAY - 9100 a.I.-4:00 p••• Root Cellar Gen Sac Selinar with George Sch"eitz.r. 'HON to Find Your

Anclltor'l Parents' Ind "Virglnia and Pennlylvanla Rlllirch.' Detaill belON.
20 - SATURDAY - SI30 a.l. to 3100 p.l. LDS Filily Hlltory Sellou. Detlill blloM.
27 - SATURDAY - San Hateo Co Gen Sac S.linar with George Schweitzer 'Hlgratlon Routes and Settlelent

Patterns 1607-1890' done in frontier cDstule. Details beloK.

(ffICERS to Contact
Presldent:'HillleFreitas B37-4B3
ViCrires.1 IrlllDot5lll920-6344
J1eIbershiplDiana lSK:cx:k820-1424

512 Zephyr Circll,.
Danville,DA 94526

lRlual D.iH: Individual$15.00
Fuily: $20.00

l1eiIbershipyearI Jill!1 to Kay 31
t£ruTltR

Editor: Betty Vail
824 t'aaga Road
Lafayette,CA 94549

Hailing: Barbara Dittig 735-9610
Lucy Carverl 837-3146

The newsletter is pt.blished each
IOOth except hJgust " Dec!iOEr.

LDS SEMINAR

Saturday, April 20,
the Danville stake of
the LDS, Hith the as-
sistance of SRVGS, Hill
present a Family Histo-
ry Seminar at the Alamo
Ward Chapel, Stone Val-
ley Road & Smi th Road, .
Alamo. Pre-registra-
tion $8.00 (until March
16); at door $10.00.
Sack lunch provided
with ticket. For more
information call Col-
leen Justis (837-1844).

SAN MATEO COUNTY
SEMINAR

Dr. Schweitzer on
"Migration Routes and
Settlement Patterns
1607-1890" in frontier
costume. "Tracing An-
cestors Back Across the
Atlantic" and "Genea-
Iogi cal Research in
North Carolina." San
Trans Building, 1250
San Carols Ave., San
Carlos. 9:00-3:00.
Registration 8:00 a.m.
$25.00 at the door.
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
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GERMAN - Nill not leet for the next two lonths. Melbers lay Mish to attend the Harch 26
Sacralento Gerlan Group leeting. See the calendar.

SOUTHERN - Will .Ieet at 10:00 a••• on Tuesday, March 12 at Barbara IrMin's, 1400 Canyon Ct. 19 IRossloor.)
IRISH - Will leet at 10:00 a.l. on Wednesday, Harch 13, at Patty Erickson's, 10 Ridge Pl., Pleasant

Hill (229-0999).
CALIFORNIA - Heets with the Irish Group.
HAC COMPUTER - Will not teet this the lonth.
PUBLISHING - Heets on the last Wednesday 10:00 a.l. "hen needed. If you Mould like help with a publishing

project, contact Jane Steiner 1283-0967).
ROOTS USERS - Official COIIsoft ROOTS III/IY Users "ill .eet at 12:30 p••• on Tuesdays following the

general leeting at Ruth Pfeiffer's 59 Hariposa Ct., Danville 1937-5(60).
UNITED KINGDOM - No ~eetings until further notice.

YOUR PERSONAL LIBRARY AND
YOUR WILL

Most fa.ily historians and
genealogists are concerned
about "hat Mill becol! of
their collection acquired dur-
ing a lifeti.e of research.
There is a very silple solu-
tion. Have a short paragraph
added to your Mill leaving no
doubt a5 to your wishes regar-
ding both your personal li-
brary and the product of your
research. The following par-
agraph is an exalple; or your
attorney can quickly lodify it
to be in cOlpliance with local
laMS:

"I Direct .y executor/excu-
trix to box the following ge-
nealogical publications and
cOlpilations for donation to
_____ (insert your favorite
genealogical library/society
here) for appropriate disposi-
tion/retention by that library
Isociety for the benefit of
falily history researchers.
(A falily lelber or other per-
son could be substituted as
the recipient of your lateri-
als.)
(OdOl1lFaliliIy Tree Dee 9S/Jan 96)

BOOK REYIEW

Lists of Swiss Eligrants in
the 18th Century to the Aleri-
can Colonies, edited by Albert
S. Faust and S. H. Brulbaugh,
is a fascinating story of the
19th century eligration frol
the cantons of Zurich, Bern
and Basel, particularly fro.
1734-1750. This "as a very
critical eligration period,
during Mhich lany decrees "ere
issued to prevent eligrationj
fines Mere ilposed, eligres
Mere forbidden to sell their
property, and agents and dis-
tributors of literature "ere
punished for encouraging in-
habitants to leave their hOle-
land. In several cases they
Mere deprived of citizenship
and land rights forever.
Those Mho purchased their pro-
perty Mere punished along Mith
the agitators. Nevertheless
lany thousands of inhabitants
left. Indexed.

This book is available at
the Heritage Rool, Contra Cas-
ta County Hain Library on Oak
Hill Blvd.

-Mary Jo Hosteny

TAPE REYIEW

Four Centuries of Genealogy
Tape 2. Public Service
Claias for North Carolina,
South Carolina and Virginia
Mere put in by citizens Mho
had property or supplies con-
fiscated by soldiers for the
Revolutionary War. Indexed.

There are lists of Hessian
soldiers Mho fought in the
Colonies. "any did not return
to Gerlany but, after the Mar
ended, silply lelded into the
populace as future citizens.

There is a distinct differ-
ence between Tory and Loyal-
ist. Tories Mere sYlpathetic
to the cause; Loyalists actu-
ally contended in the con-
flict. Their property Mas
confiscated, and lany of thel
fled to Canada.

Papers of the Continental
Congress by John Butler 15
vols., frol 1760 on) contain
very valuable inforMation an
the 18th century. The Papers
of George Washington contain
nales of lany people in N.
Carolina, Virginia and Penn-
sylvania that are doculented
in no ather place. There are
also hundreds of doculents in
the Public Record Office in
London referring to the 17th
and 18th centuries.

- Mary Jo Hosteny
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~ . SRVGS

~.' . A HDRD FRD~ YIJlIR PRESIDEHI

We had 66 In attendance It our February leet-
Inq, In Ixcellint Ip••ker on Probate Records, and
I found thl tHO lelberl Hho thought they light
likl to stlrt I HidMllt Special Intlrelt Group.
Tied thel dOHn! Fran Lloyd offered to help the I
get started. Call Louise Ford 376-45B7 or Janice
Clapp 254-5159 If you Ir! interested. Thank you,
Jadin!

SOia le!bers Merl upset that Me placed thl
speakerl table 10 that the chairs Mere facing
south as Me did In January. We learned that this
arrangelent clears a corner for the tape table
during the intie.ent Meather. It', a little
croMded but cozier!! When He can put the tape
table outside Igaln, Mho knoMs Mhere ['II put Ith!
chiln!

Don't forget, you SHY ONES, get your questljonl
In the QUl!5tion Box -you have I rooaful of gene-
alogists Hlth lany years of experience at your
fingertips.

.. ),'

WELCOME OUR NEN "EHBERS

Dorothy J. Baker, 560 El Pintado Rd., Danville,
CA 1937-75241.

Harilyn Hinck, 3151 Sandal Mood ct., Lafayette, CA
94549 (293-2459) II relearching Getchell in IOMa
frol Haine to Del Holnes, [owa and Hind frol
Scotland to San Francisco. I

Harqlrlt. Koeniq, i545 Rlnch View Dr. Lafayette,
CA 94549 (934-3930) II rllelrthlng lierrol and
Bruththlogl.

SUlln F. O'Halr, 401 Bllnco Ct., Sin Ralon, C~
945B3 1920-6792) 11 fllearching Larlln and LaMS.

Carol Tholnpson, 309 Hartford Rd., Danville, CA
94526.

NEN TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Theil nu.blrl Mere 11151ng frol the addendul to
the handbook,

Natalie H. Griffin 634-5570
Shlrl,y Siel. Terry 829-143
Shlrl,y TholBon 945-6337

.. \'01.llitl. a Karch 1996 pag' 60

NEWS

HARCH LIBRARY TRIP

This lonth Me will vllit the Santa Clara CDun-
ty Central Library, 2635 HO'lltead Rd., Santi
Clara. The library hll a large Benealogy RDOI
with a good collettlon on Ivery stat. and Iiny
countrlel. It alia housel cenlUI fll.s and li-
croflche collectionl. Ne Mill leet to carpool at
9100 a.l. In the rear parking lot of the Lucky
store on Diablo ROld, Dlnville. gUlltlon.? Call
Hlnny Lindner It 937-4444.

NEN AT SUTRO

Hanny Lindner reporll that Sulro nOM halon
CD-ROH '1lter c,nlul n.l. IndlK that Is especial-
ly valuable for research before IBBO. You can
use a 'Hild card' (by Inserting I I) to generate
a list of possible spellings of fa.lly nales.

The lilt of Sutro CD'I II Dn page 61.

NENSPAPERS AT STANFORD

Stanford Library housel copl'l of lany neMspa-
pers; especlilly in California. Hanny Lindner
has a list of the.. If you Mould Ilk! to check
the availability of I particular newspaper, call
Hlnny (837-4444).

TEN YEARS OF GENEALOGICAL HELPER

Jil and Irla Dotlun .fl offering th,lr collec-
tion of the Genillogicil Hllplr 1985-1994 to
Inyonl Mho hi. rool for thl,. If you ar! inter-
Isted, cill (5101 920-8344.

MEnBERS' PERSONAL HOLDINGS

Allc. Tllo and Ardith Steger hav, Illolt tOI-
pleted a list of lelbers' resourtes. This Mill
b. I viluabl. lid for III of UI.

'~

The Society MIsh!1 to Ixpress il. lincere
sylpathy to thl f.lily of Patritil Ann Te.pllton,
I long tile relident of Dlnvllll, Mho dlld Kon-
day, February 26, 19&6. Shl served II Recording
Secretary for SRVGS for tHO years.
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CD'S AT SUTRO

United States Census Indexes
CD 20 1880 Ohio
CD 21· 4' 1860 New York
CD 22* ;" .- 1860 DE, NJ, PA
CD 24*. .··1860 DC, MD, NC, CA, WV
CD 26* , .. " 1860 AL, AR., FL, GA, LA, MS, SC
CD 27 . ,. 1860 IL, IN

CD 34 1870 KY, NC, VA, WV
CD 35 1880 Illinois (Cook County)
CD 39 .:.. , ,1860 Wisconsin

CD 40 1850 cr. MA, ME, NH, RI. VT
CD 41 1850 DE, NJ, PA
CD 42 1850 New York
CD 43 1850 DC, MD. NC, VA. WV
CD 44 1850 KY, TN

CD 45 1850 AL. AR, FL, GA, LA, MS, SC
CD 46*.· 1850-1851 IN,OH

CD 47*. >-!. 1850-1856 lA, IL, MI. MN, MO, WI
CD 51 "',,- 1860 Massachusetts
CD 78 "," 1860 Vermont
CD 136* 1634--790 Colonial America
CD 137* 1790 United States
CD 138* 1791-1809 cr. MA, ME, NH. NY, RI, VT.
CD 139* 1820-1829 cr. MA. ME. NH. NJ, NY.

PA, RI, VT
CD 140 1830-1839 cr. DE. MA. ME. NH. NJ.

NY, PA, RI, VT
CD 141 1840 cr. MA, ME, NH, NY, RI, VT
CD 142 1840 DC, DE, MD, NJ, PAt VA
CD 148* 1830-1839 AL. AR, DC. FL, GA. IL. KY,

LA, MD, MI, MS. OH, SC,
TN, VA. WI

CD 149 1810 cr. MA, ME. NH, NY. RI, VT
CD 150* 1810-1819 AL, AR, DC. DE, GA, IL, IN;

KY. LA, MD, MI, MO, MS.
NC, NJ, OH, PA,SC, TN, VA

CD 151* 1791·1809 AR, AL, DC, DE, GA, IL, KY. '

LA, MD, MI, MO. MS, NC,
NJ, OH, PA, SC, TN, VA

CD 152* 1840-1849 AL, AR, FL, GA, LA, MS,
NC, NM, SC, TN, TX

CD 153* 1840-1849 lA, IL,IN, KY, MI, MN, MO,
OH, WI

CD 154* 1820- 1829 AL, AR, DC, DE, FL. GA, IL.

IN. KY, LA, MD, MI, MS,
. NC, NM. OH, SC, TN, TX,

VA,WI

Social Security Death Benefits Records

,:lreland Census Indexes
'CD 197* 1831,1841 Londonderry County & Cavan

County

Automated Family Pedigrees
CD 15 1500-1990 Everton Publishers -

Computerized Family File and "Roots" Cellar
CD 100 1500-1950 No. I
CD 101
CD 102

1500-1990
1500-1992

No.2
No.3

Mortality, TX, UT, & NY Miscellaneous State
Records: Indexes
CD 49 1&,,0-890
CD ioo 1685-1910

Texas
New YOIl. (Quarterlies,
Newsletters & Journals)
United States (Mortality
Records)
Utah (Sait Lake City
cemetery entries)

Arkansas
Florida
Louisiana
Land Records Set
(includes Cds 250, 25, & 252)
Michigan

Series I: Revolutionary V(ar
VoJ uuteers

FamilY' History Collection
CD, }13" The Complete text of 217 genealogy

i •. ....' research books'. . 0.,
" ,

Ma(:ri'ag~ Records Indexes
CD'I* 1718-1925 Louisiana
CD 2* 1720-1926 IL,IN. KY. OH, TN
:::03* 1641-1944 AL. GA, SC
CD 4* 1624-1915 MD, NC, VA
CD 5* 1766-1981 AR, MO, MS, TX

. CD 226* 1754-1850 Georgia
CD227* 1728-1850 AR. CA. lA. LA. MN, MO,

OK.TX
CD 228* . 1790-1850 IL,IN
CD 229* 1660-1850 KY, NC, TN, VA, WV

(FrOll The Jeu-nal of lhe San Francisco Bay frea Jewish Genealogical Society, Vol. XV,No, 4, NovMler 1995.)

CD 164 1850-1880

CD 168 848-1992

Land Records
CD 250 1812-1907
CD 25t
CD 252
CD 253

1820-1907
1820-1907
1812-907

A Polilically correcl co.puler virus: never calls ilself a 'Virus", bul inslead refers to itself as an
"electronic licroorganisl,"

CD 254 17(x)·908

Military Records
CD 146 1784-1811,
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TIPS FOR RESEARCHING EUROPEAN ROOTS

GERMANY

The German association
STAEDTE has planned a cele-
bration in Germany in Septem-
ber, 1996. All Americans
bearing a German family name
are invited. American fami-
lies will be looked after by
their German namesakes. For
additional information write
to (enclosing 3 International
Reply Coupons):
STAEDT-BRUECKE e. V.
POBox 76 04 44
22054 Hamburg, Germany.
Telefon 040/201 46 47.
FAX 040/200 26 55
(CSGANewsletter, Vol.14 (l1arch 1996 p, 46)

Wuttember Research Tip
All communities in Wurttem-

berg have Family Registers
dating from 1808. Usually the
list includes both husband and
wife with birth, marriage and
death dates; lists their chil-
dren with birth, confirmation,
marriage, death or emigration
dates; and names the parents
of both husband and wife, plus
the page where the grandmother
may be found as a child. These
family Registers are written
in Old Script, but anyone can
learn to read at least sur-
names and dates by use of a
style sheet and then copy the
document for translation.

(CSSANewsletter, Vol. 14, No. 311arch 1966 p. 48.)

POLAND
A five-page. list of Polish

terms with their meaning in
English is provided in the
August 1995 issue of Rodziny,
The Journal of the Polish
Genealogical Society of Ameri-
ca. It is designed to assist
persons who receive informa-
tion from a Polish Archive and
need help to understand it.

(CGSANewsletter I Vol. 14, No. 3 (l1arch 19661

HISPANIC GENEALOGY

Norma Flores and Patsy Cas-
tro Luewig, co-authors of A-
Beginners Guide to Hispanic
Genealogy, have joined with
others to organize the Hispan-
ic Genealogical Society of
Santa Clara County. If you
are interested, call 408-486-
6979, or write: Hispanic Gen-
ealogical Society of Santa
Clara Col,2064A-A Walsh
Ave., Santa Clara, CA 95950.
ICSSANewsletter, Vol. 14, No. 3 (l1arch 19661

* * * * *
On April 26-28 the Society

of Hispanic Historical & An-
cestral Research (SHHAR) will
present its 12th Annual con-
ference; "Buscando Nuestras
Raices," at the institute of
Learning and Golden West Col-
lege in Huntington Beach, CA
The theme "Where Are Our Re-
cords?"; the keynote speaker
Dr. Antonio Rios-Bustamante.
Call SHHAR for information and
registration forms (714) 773-
1510.

ALSACE-LORRAINE
RECORDS

Andriveau, a wealthy
Frenchman, hired scribes to
copy all the official records
of births, marriages, deaths,
divorces, etc., from all cit-
ies and districts of Alsace-
Lorraine. When many of these
records were burned or de-
stroyed, French officials
asked Andriveau to let them
recopy his records; he re-
fused. The LDS was allowed to
microfilm the records and they
are now available in the Salt
Lake FHC Library, but not in
Europe!
(S1[6S Newsletter, Voluille14 Issue 1, January 1996, p. ISI
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NOTES ON NAMES
PAST & FUTURE PROBLEMS FOR GENEALOGISTS

Compiled by Dorothy Stanton

John K. Boone Jr. of Scotia NY, a promi-
nent historian of the interrelated Bryan &
Boone families, has written a tongue-in-
cheek piece about the multitudinous Bryan
family entitled

"WI-fY THE BRYANS [substitute your favor-
ite family name] CRAMMED 50 MEN INTO
SEVEN NAMES."

The author states, "I have been forced to
conclude that they did it on purpose. They
were not ignorant or unimaginative. Tradi-
tionalism doesn't adequately explain it.
Some 50 Bryan men of three or four genera-
tions lived in the same area for 35 years.
Their sole purpose in sharing just seven
names was to confound their descendants
and hopelessly confuse would-be genealo-
gists .... Those bemused Bryans delight in
my frustration. They're laughing at me
across 200 years."

He goes on to imagine a scene in which.
the patriarch, Morgan Bryan, calls together.
his seven sons and outlines the following
plan:

1. Each of the seven would be allowed to
name one son in honor of a close family
friend or the father-in-law.

2. The other sons were to be named for
papa or a fraternal uncle.

3. The seven brothers would continue to
live within 50 miles of each other.

4. As third generation sons married, they
would establish homes within the same
area.

S. Every effort would be made to extend
the above condition to the fourth generation.

'The idea,' old Morgan explained, 'is to .
get as many Bryans as possible with the
same given name into the same neighbor-
hood at the same time. Our descendants
will go crazy trying to sort everybody out!'
[From Piedmont Passages V: Famous Families of
19th-Century Rowan County by George Rayn-
or, Salisbury NC, 1991]

If we think our ancestors were perverse, pity the
genealogists of the futurel The following ex-
cerpts point out the difficulties likely to result
from some of our contemporary customs in the
choice of surnames.

GERMANY - German federal law passed by
the Bundestag October 18 [19937] now
allows spouses to choose the surname they
wish to use. Up to now couples had to use
one surname only, usually the husband's
last name. Hyphenated names, the
husband's and wife's surnames together, for
example, can no longer be used. A spouse
whose surname is not the shared family
name still has the option of adding that
surname as a given name.

Couples already married have a grace
period of one year to decide on the surname
they will use. Children, according to the
new law, can use either parents' surname
when there is no new family name.

What sort of genealogical nightmare will
this new legislation bring? Siblings with
different surnames? New family names
from generation to generation?
[From "Deutschland Nachrichten," S Nov 1993
via EDGS Jan/Feb 1994]

The USA - A long-term survey of married
people in the USA (by David Johnson, a
sociologist at the U of Nebraska-Lincoln),
indicates that the proportion of couples with
non-traditional last names has nearly
quadrupled since 1980. As many as 10
percent of married women in the USA use
surnames other than their husbands', ac-
cording to a news item in IRISH ROOTS
[1995 Number 2].

"The trend is not entirely due to women
opting to keep their maiden name after
marriage. Some couples opt to drop both
surnames and invent an entirely new one.
Mary Marten married David Gill in 1980 and
the couple adopted the surname Gillmarten.
Despite predictions to the contrary from



'.~.'
i:,

',- San RIIOn Viliry Blntilogicil Sctllty HrMtllttwr

, ,
, ,

parents of the family, the couple's children
have had n? problems with the invented
surname.

David Rickter and Anna Reedy married in
1988. It was not until the birth of their first
child that they got round to deciding on the
family name. They chose a new one: Rain.
'We met as Peace Corp volunteers in
West Africa where rain is a nice thing, and
we decided it was a nice concept', ex-
plained Ann Rain in the Washington Post.

Steve Higginbotham and Jennifer Brown
elected to become the Braunginns; David
Smith and Jennifer Wilcha blended their
middle names -- LYIUland Alan -- and
became the Allyns.

US genealogists have warned that if too
much of this goes on lineage will be in-
creasingly difficult to trace. People could
eventually lose track of their roots unless
the changes are carefully documented."

','

',-
, .
, '

.In IRISH ROOTS 1995 Number 3, two more
problems are pointed out:

TOO MANY NAMES - Whose surname
should a child take, the mother's or the
father's? Traditionally, the father's name
has been used, but the situation has
changed as more women have kept their
maiden names after marriage, reverted to
maiden names after divorce, and are raising
children alone. Divorce lawyers in the USA
state that the surname of the child is in-
creasingly a point of issue in divorce
cases.

When courts intervene, the standard has
become 'the best interest of the child', but
this is often difficult -to determine. A
couple of US states have legislated that the
custodial parent should decide. Some

I;. courts have ordered the child to carry a
hyphenated name, but the majority continue
to uphold the paternal preference.

Not so the New Jersey Supreme Court. In
May of this year, in a case contested
between ... parents of a four year old boy,
the court upheld the right of the mother to
choose the child's surname. The father
was so distraught at the decision that three
days after the ruling, he shot his son to
death and then turned the gun on himself.
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TOO FEW NAMES - The massive in-
creases in the population of China, paradox- -
ically, has been paralleled by a decrease in
the number of Chinese surnames. Only
3,100 surnames are now in use in China
compared to 12,000 in the past. An evolu-
tionary dwindling of surnames is common
to all societies, according to Du Ruofu oi
the Chinese Academy of Sciences, but in
China the paucity has become acute. The
five most common surnames -- Li, Wang,
Zhang, Liu and Chen -- are shared by 350
million of China's 1.2 billion people. Those
named Li alone number 87 million.

This situation has resulted in a number of
predictable problems: operations performed
on the wrong patients, medicines mis-
prescribed, bank accounts misappropriated
and wrongful arrests. The solutions offered
-- the use of inore foreign names, or the
revival of other traditional names -- show
no signs of being taken up by the people.

ONE SURNAME? - Dr. Thomas H. Roder-
, ick [SRVGS Tape Library cassette C-128]
points out that if the current trend of the
"daughtering out" of family surnames
continues, there will be only one surname
in the world, the surname LI, and everyone
will have to be known by a number.

RECOMMENDED READING: FA M I LY
NAMES -- The Origins, Meanings, Muta-
tions, and History of More than 2,800 -
American Names by J.N. Hook, (New York:
Collier Books, Macmillan Publishing
Company, 1982) ISBN 0-02-080000-2.

'" '" '" '" '" '" '"

QUOTES on NAMES
, \

"Names are not always what they seem.
The common Welsh name Bzjxxllwcp is
pronounced Jackson. " .

-- Mark Twain

"Fate tried to conceal him by naming him
Smith. "

-- Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.
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GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES ON THE INTERNET

The United States Tel!!phone Directory is no" on lhe internet al: hlteU"~l'.IJJilcbbo@rd.to •.. -_.'-.-:" - - .' ~. , .. . _. _."

.USENET NEWSGROUPS

Last update: January 28, 1995
Maintained by John Fuller, ioIUlf14246@aol.r.om

Mailing Lists I Eill Sites I Telnet Sites I Gopher Sites I Web and other sites I Email Sitesl Text file ofthese
pages

Please note that you will not be able to access newsgroups which your local site does not carry. The
number of articles displayed may be limited by the brower or site, and posting to the group mayor may
110tbe enabled.

(If you do not have newsgroup access, postings may be sent to usenet.group.nameejnic.Iunet.fi where
"usenet.group.name" is the name of the newsgroup you want to post to). .

. -.'

o alLwar.civil.usa
o alt.adoption (for adoptees, birthparents, adoptive parents)
o alt.genealogy
o alLscottish.clans
o fr.rec.genealoW (in French, mostly)
o news. groups (discussions on newsgroup "administration")
o no.slekt (mostly in Norwegian)
o no.slekLprogrammer (mostly in Norwegian)
o rec.heraldry
o soc.genealogy.aIi"ican
o soc.genealogy.australia+nz
o soc.genealogy.benelux
o soc. genealogy. computing (genealogical computing and net resources)
o soc.genealogy.french
o soc. genealogy. german
o soc.genealogy.hispanic
o soc.genealogy.iewish
o soc.genealogy.marketplace
o soc. genealogy. medieval
o soc.genealogy.methods (genealogy methods and non-net resources)
o soc.genealogy.misc (general genealogical discussions that don't fit within one of the other

soc.genealogy. * newsgroups)
o soc.genealogy.nardic
o soc. genealogy. slavic
o soc. genealogy. surnames (surname queries and tafels)
o soc. genealogy. uk+ireland
o soc. history. moderated

I

mailto:ioIUlf14246@aol.r.om
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

FAMILIAR THINGS .'

The old Ian dlld, Ind the kids rushed In.
HII haul! Mil gutted by his kin.
They all agreed 10 loud Ind clear,
That poor Iin MIS lurely queer.
"Whlt Irl lhlll things, Mhlt', that there?'
Who!e Junk 11',luffed behind lhe chair?
Gel I box,' beclle lh. shaul.
'Lel'. lhroK lhole old lhlngs oul.'

It had I,hrlhred hh IY" frol yurl Df rain.
HII Illpper. lhln Mlrl throMn IMIY~
With no ani lhlrl to 911nllY
The facl thlt hi hid t.l,n Clrl
To glther thl'l things for I fulur! hllr.

Grlnd.,'1 VI!!, of gll15 10 flnl,
Hid no chinci In the calt-offl line.
Grandpa'i pipi MInt In lhe box
·Along Mlth key. to 10Ie old locks.
HII favorite laK Mil next to go,
And hi. haller, too, lhal helped hil 10.

NOM ca~e his hll, old Kith Jtain.

But'no one Minted his prlclDul horde,
In fltt the hllrl loon bltll! bor!d.
Pipers lefl 10011 "Ir! IhoMn no Ipology,
Including, of courl., thl Iln'l genlllogy.
And this II lh! MIY, II the Ilory il laid,
Hillary II lalt Mhln glnlrltlonl graM old.
Bo. hIed the Marnlng. you kin of young Yllrl.
Your lurn II tOling II your tlrtlln Ind nllrs.
Prelervi III you tin. for th. future to Ire.
For thll II thl gall of 9lnealogy.

- Luclill Vinsant
leGS Root Di99!r Dlce.ber 1995.)
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