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THIS MONTH - June 15, 2010
"Race, Religion, and Reading Records Right”

Presented by: Lavinia Schwartz

I avinia Schwartz will show how our assumptions can keep us from learning the truth about our
families in her program "Race, Religion, and Reading Records Right."

Lavinia admits she began her research about ten years ago to prove her cousin wrong. Her Mother
had told her that their grandfather, and hero, had run away and lied about his age to join the army because
he didn't want to be a Catholic priest, as his family expected. However, her cousin knew nothing of this
and was certain their Granddad was never a Catholic. So, Lavinia set out to prove him wrong. She ex-
pected the French Catholic connection, however stated "my initial mistakes in searching taught me that
my assumptions about race blinded me as thoroughly as my cousin's assumptions about religion blinded
him." Basic genealogical research ultimately lead her to New Orleans and the Caribbean to find her

Catholic, "free people of color"

("gens de couleur libre") gggrandmother's story, then back three more

maternal generations to learn about their life in San Domingue (now Haiti) before the slave revolution.

May Meeting
"Our 25th Anniversary Celebration”
Reporter: Lee Schlenker

‘ N ] ell, it was a great celebration starting
at 10:00 AM. and finishing up

around 1:30 P.M.!! It was wonderful to see
founding and dedicated friends from the past!!!

The morning started off with recognition
of our guests: the nine charter members with five
of them in attendance, the past Presidents (seven),
leaders of the Special Interest Groups (SIGs),
committee leaders. A brief business meeting with
the voting in of our new officers for the year
2010-2011 and the approval of the new proposed
budget.

Ed Mason thanked the Family History
Center (FHC) past directors, Pat Isom and Linda
Bailey, for all their work with us and presented the

FHC with a 2-year membership to “Genealogy
Bank” which is a website holding 200 years of
newspapers online. (Janet Broderick, current di-
rector of FHC, was out of town at the time.)

I[leen Peterson presented President Barbara
Dittig with a Life Membership and plaque for her
many years of service to our genealogical society.

A video was created and presented by Ed
Mason recapping our 25 years of growth and inno-
vations as a Society. It started with the interview-
ing of Jean Blackmur, the Society’s founder, dis-
cussing how it all started. Next came an interview
with Patty Erickson discussing the very early
days, the changes, the challenges along with the
different facilities to which we moved as we P
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Barbara Dittig,
our current President, was presented with a Life
Membership by Vice President Ileen Peterson.

Charter Members
Those attending our calibration were (1 to r) Doro-
thy Stanton, Marilyn Fullam, Barbara Johnson,
Patty Erickson and Ellen Brown

Life Members
(1to r) Frances Lloyd, Virginia Rood, Patty Erick-
son, Pat Isom, Dorothy Stanton, & Barbara Dittig.

Past Presidents
(back row) Carol Glover, Frances Lloyd, Patty
Erickson, Virginia Rood, Barbara Johnson, Ed
Mason, Loretta Vranesh and Marilynn Tanner;
(front row) Millie Freitas, Dorothy Stanton, Bar-
bara Dittig and Marilyn Fullam.

grew. She spoke on how the different Special In-
terest Groups were created slowly. Library trips
came into focus as people became more interested
in research. Reminiscing on our evolving Society
also was Carol Glover and Barbara Dittig. Ed
Mason, our first male president, told of how we
started into the electronic age with computer com-
munications; and then into our own website with
Bob Venter as web master. Pat Isom and Janet
Broderick talked of the FHC symbiotic involve-
ment with our Society as it grew with help from
Ron Frye (the computer whiz) getting computers
linked and online. This video brought back old
and dear friends. It was a wonder to watch.

After this video, people were invited to
peruse the SIG tables set up in the adjoining room.
The Irish Group shared a table with the British
Group. Their table consisted of a quilt, ancestors
pictures, a huge framed Isle of Man jigsaw puzzle,
artwork, pottery, flags, shamrock table runner and
books on both subjects.

The German Group shared handmade
wooden platters, old photos, beer steins, an old
German outfit, research books and maps,
and....taste-testing German sausage! (The foods
committee thought they were being upstaged at
first smell!!) »
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We had a delicious 25th Anniversary Cake and the ‘Light Lunch’ was more then enough for very one.

Our ‘Publisher’s Table’ displayed the many pub-
lications that a long list of our members have pro-
duced.

Each of our Special Interest Groups (SIGs) had
their own table to introduce themselves to those
society members that may not be familiar with

their activities. Pictured here is the ‘Southern’

Interest Group.

The Scandinavian Group - which is a rela-
tively new group within our Society - shared a
quilt, Hardanger embroidery (from a bed sheet),
research books, photos, a Swedish Dalarna horse,
also a Swedish Santa Lucia crown.

The Southern Group had a multitude of
books, old photos, maps (one from the Arkansas
Land Grant) an atlas of the county of Virginia,
hand painted pictures.

The Computer Groups included The Mas-
ter Genealogist (TMG) and the MacGen
(Macintosh Genealogy) group had their computers
up and running just in case someone wanted to do
a computer search for fun.

The Print, Publish & Preserve table con-
sisted of family histories which were put into print
by many of our own members. The center of the
table held a huge list of each member who had his
or her family’s history published. It was an im-
pressive list!

The very last table was the fun “artifacts”
table which consisted of lots of great memorabilia
from different members: a pilots WWII jacket
with 50 bombing runs painted on the back, 1920
hats from a radio officer on the USS President,
wonderful old pictures, a travel desk from Wales,
large hand carved nut shell depicting pilgrims, old
camera equipment, old home photos, an old ther-
mometer, wooden shoes, a child’s glass cups
from Sweden with nursery rhymes etched around
them - and the list could go on and on. Just a lot
of memories!

After perusing the tables, a light buffet
lunch was served consisting of salads and P
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Pictured here are the English (right) and Irish
(left) group tables.

The German Group had an assortment of tasty
German tidbits for those who stopped by.
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President's Message
By Barbara Dittig

sandwiches, condiments, tea and punch - as well
as our 25" Celebration cake!

And at the very end of our celebration
some folks were lucky enough to be sitting in the
right spot around the luncheon tables and were
able to take home the center pieces supplied by
our own Sandra Burns.

Thanks to the many members who worked
so hard to achieve this celebration. I feel every-
one enjoyed this whole 25" anniversary celebra-
tion and were glad they had attended.

The San Ramon Valley Genealogical Soci-
ety is still evolving and hopefully it will go an-
other 25 years. m

Greetings from Paradise Inn at the foot of
Mt. Rainier! No TV, radio, newspapers or Inter-
net! So on a rainy cold morning I’ve settled in
front of the fire in this beautiful old wood beamed
lobby to write my month’s epistle.

Thoughts of last weeks 25" Anniversary are
still buzzing in my head. What a fun day it was!
Ed Mason and his committees are to be applauded
for their expertise handling of every detail to per-
fection. The setup and take down group and help-
ers were there bright and early on Monday to set
up tables & chairs in the gymnasium.

Tuesday morning, 90+ guests were greeted
by the welcoming committee. After the business
meeting Ed showed his video of the 25 years of
SRVGS. This was a huge hit and many were de-
lighted to be able to purchase a copy of the video.
As a gift of appreciation, Ed presented a Geneal-
ogybank.com subscription to the FHC. VP, Ileen
Peterson presented me with a lifetime membership
and beautiful plaque in recognition of past service.
I am indeed humbled to be a part of this elite
group.

The doors were then opened into the gym
which had been transformed into a beautiful set-
ting —clothes and flowers on each of the 10 round
tables, each serving 8 people and the serving table
with a beautiful array of salads & sandwiches.
The SIG tables were brightly decorated with au-
thentic items from the Brits, Irish, Scandinavian &
German groups. The Artifact table was loaded
with treasurers that members brought to share (We
need to do this more often!) The publishing table
displayed many books, newsletters and articles
published by our members. The computer interest
tables were also popular. Yes, there was some-
thing there for everyone! The luncheon was de-
lightful and the special cake — yummy. Right on
schedule, the “takedown committee” moved in
and by 2:00 restored the room back to normal.

What a team! Many said, “Let’s do this
again next year!” Well maybe not that soon, but
maybe another day sometime soon. Thank you
again, 25" Anniversary committee! It was a day
to remember!

WWW.SIVZensoc.org
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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR
SRVGS CALENDAR
June 2010
1 Tuesday — 10:00 am. A Board
Meeting was held at the home of Elaine
Franke in Danville.

15 Tuesday — 10:00 am. The General
Meeting will be held at the LDS Church on
Stone Valley Road at Smith Road, in
Alamo. From I-680 freeway, take Stone
Valley Road east 2 &1/2 miles.

July 2010

6 Tuesday — 10:00 am. A Board
Meeting will be held at the home of Lee
Schlenker in San Ramon.

20 Tuesday — 10:00 am. The General
Meeting will be held at the LDS Church on
Stone Valley Road at Smith Road, in
Alamo .

SRVGS SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

~+  THE MASTER GENEALOGIST

\;"r. INTEREST GROUP
This is a genealogy software users
ﬁ group for PC’s with their focus on the
use of The Master Genealogist. This

group will NOT meet during June, July or Au-
gust. Barbara Johnson is the contact person for
the group. For further information, contact Bar-

bara by Phone 837-2153 or e-mail
bcj616@earthlink.net

MacGen - MACINTOSH
GENEALOGY GROUP
This group specializes in uses of the
Macintosh by Genealogists. Meet
Mac Genealogy enthusiasts from all over Alameda
and Contra Costa Counties. Meetings are held at
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the Oakland Regional Family History Center Con-
ference Room, 4766 Lincoln Ave., Oakland, CA.
They will hold their next general meeting on Sat-
urday June 26" (4™ Saturday) at 1:30 pm.

They will discuss the best basic topics that
were covered during the last year. They will also
show a new program that let's you easily resize
open windows on your Mac. They will also cover
a number of Mac and Reunion Tips including the
handiest utility on the Mac, the "Preview App"
and how to configure your mouse and track pad to
be super-efficient. For Reunion they will review
navigation shortcuts, how to mark people, thumb-
nail photos from group photos, perspective events,
easily add pictures to charts and more.
On Wednesday, June 9™ (2™ Wednesday), at 7 pm
— they will have their monthly workshop from 7-9
pm with free-form question and answer sessions.
Please refer to the MacGen web site at http://
WWWw.macgen.org. Bill George is the contact
person for this group. Phone: (510) 538-2449 or
e-mail williamcgeorge(@Gmail.com. Organizers
of the MacGen group are Bill George, Ed Mason,

and Rich Peterson.
- will meet Wednesday, June 23™ (the

fourth Wednesday) at 10:00 am., at
the home of Dorothy Baker in Walnut Creek.
Helen Odegard is the contact person for this
group. For more information, please contact her
at 932-6796 or e-mail shodegard@att.net.

GERMAN - The German Group

IRISH - This special interest group
will meet June 9" (the second
Wednesday) at 10:00 am. at the
home of Patty Erickson in Pleasant Hill. They
will not meet during July or August. Patty
Erickson is the contact person for the group.
Phone (925) 229-0889 or e-mail, russ-
pat@comcast.net

SOUTHERN - The Southern Interest
Group will meet at 10 am on June 10™
(the Second Thursday of the month) at
the Family History Center on Stone
Valley Road. The contact person is
Dorothy Stanton; Phone 820-3757 or email
dpstant@hotmail.com. New persons interested in
attending should contact Dorothy Stanton for in-
formation. »

WWW.SIVZensoc.org
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SCANDINAVIAN - This special in-
terest group meets each Wednesday at
1 pm at the Family History Center,
2949 Stone Valley Road. Members
provide help to do research for Scandi-
navian genealogical information. For
further information, please call (925) 552-5920 or
e-mail Linda Bailey: baileylindal00@Gmail.com.

CALENDAR OF OTHER EVENTS

15 June Tuesday 7 p.m. The Santa
Clara County Historical and Genealogical
Society will hold one of its regular meet-
ings in the Cedar Room of the Santa Clara
Central Park Library, 2635 Homestead
Road. The speaker will be Robyn Echols.
Come hear Robyn Echols, from the
Merced County Genealogical Society,
speak on "R.A.M.B.L.E. America." Robyn
says there were six factors that influenced
migration in America. For further infor-
mation visit their web site at
www.scchgs.org.

16 June Wednesday 7:30 p.m. The
San Mateo County Genealogical Society
will hold a regular meeting at the Trans-
figuration Episcopal Church, 3900 Ala-
meda de las Pulgas in San Mateo. The
speaker will be Chris Green. The topic
will be “The Truth in Family Myths and
Legends”: For further information, visit
their web site: www.smcgs.org

22 June Tuesday 1 to3 pm and Tuesday
July 27 The Sacramento German
Genealogical Society will hold its regular
monthly meeting at St. Mark's United
Methodist Church, Lusk Drive and St.
Marks Way in Sacramento. The presenter
at both meetings will be Baerbel Johnson.
The title for the double session: “How to
Make Use of Resources for German Re-
search on the Internet” Baerbel Johnson
is on the staff of the Family History Li-
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brary in Salt Lake City and is an expert on
German sites on the Internet. She will be
building on her 2009 presentation.

Upcoming NARA Workshops presented
by Rose Mary Kennedy at the San Bruno Na-
tional Archives, 1000 Commodore Drive in San
Bruno. The workshops are held from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Fridays. The cost is $15 payable in ad-
vance. Please phone (650)238-3488

e 18 June Military Records, Spanish
American to Viet Nam

e 16 July Federal Land Records

e 23 July Freedmen Bureau Records,
presented by Deborah Osterberg, an
Indian Specialist

A Gentle Reminder

A new Society year started on June 1%,
and annual membership dues are now past
due. For those who have not yet sent in their
membership renewal, please take a moment
to send in your check, now, while you are
thinking about it.

Budget statement approved by the
Board

The Board has been able to keep the single
membership fee at $15 for many years and we do
not currently have any plans to increase it. How-
ever, our largest cost item continues to be the
printing and mailing of the monthly Newsletter.
Currently about 60 to 70 percent of the members
subscribe via email, enabling us to deliver the
Newsletter to you in full color at zero cost. Our
cost to print and mail the Newsletter is about $1
per issue, times 10 issues, or $10 per year. Two
years ago we instituted a voluntary fee of $10 as
an option for those wishing a mailed copy. Cur-
rently few people have opted to pay that amount.
Having more people do so would be appreciated
and would help to put off the day when we either
have to raise the membership fee for everyone or
make the $10 policy mandatory.

WWW.SIVZensoc.org
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More About Our

25th Anniversary Celebration

25™ Anniversary Videos Now Available

The 25" Anniversary DVDs are available
from Ed Mason. They cost $12 each if mailed, $10
each if picked up at the June 15" meeting. Checks
are to be made to the order of Ed Mason. Ed will
donate 100% of the funds to the Society (except
the $2.00, which covers mailing costs). You can
mail a check to Ed at 90 Saint Andrews Lane,
Alamo, CA 94507. Or you can email him at edma-
son(@sbcglobal.net and reserve a copy to be deliv-
ered at the June 15™ meeting.

When played at home on your DVD player/
TV, the video and audio quality will be much im-
proved over what you saw at the church on May
18" For those who weren’t there — it is 55 min-
utes long and traces the 25-year history of the So-
ciety and its activities. It includes interviews of
nine people, about 400 still pictures and some
pleasant music. As it says in one of the closing
frames, “We can now begin our second quarter
century with a better understanding of how the
work of many dedicated people has gotten us to
where we are today.”

THANKS FOR SHARING

A special thank you to everyone who con-
tributed their treasures to our “Artifacts Table” at
the 25™ Anniversary meeting. It was a big success
that wouldn’t have been possible without your
contributions. The table certainly aroused interest,
peaked curiosity, and stirred memories as we
glimpsed at our families’ items. We received
many compliments and inquires about when we
would do it again. Kathy Javdani

§i

HOW TO REACH THE BOARD MEMBERS

President:  Barbara Dittig 925-648-9364
e-mail: president(@srvgensoc.org

510-651-7728

1st V.P. Ileen Peterson

2nd V.P. Program:

Elaine Franke 925-831-1989

3rd V.P. Membership:

Ed Mason 925-838-7848

Recording Secretary:

Carol Huvane 925-947-5669

Corresponding Secretary:

Kathy Javdani 925-736-5464
Treasurer: Tom Draeger 925-9375161
Parliamentarian:

Virginia Rood 925-937-8659
NEWSLETTER TEAM

925-454-9919
e-mail; rjventer@comecast.net

Coordinator: Bob Venter

Calendar Coordinator:
Vern Segelke 925-838-8570

e-mail: v.m.seg3@sbcglobal.net

Mailing: Lucy Carver 925-837-3146

Deadline to put information in the Newsletter is
the Last Thursday of the month.

Members are encourage to submit articles for the
Newsletter by mail or email to the Coordinator.

INDIVIDUAL HELP

Do you need individual help in overcoming
a "brick wall" in your research? Go to the
SRVGS web site at: http://srvgensoc.org/, click
on RESOURCES, then click on INDIVIDUAL
HELP FOR SRVGS MEMBERS.

Want to help someone who is having re-
search problems in your area of knowledge? Call
Harry Baggett at 925.837.7960 to have your name
added to the SRVGS Individual Help list.

Harry Baggett trvirl@sbcglobal.net

WWW.SIrvgensoc.org



San Ramon Valley Genealogical Society Vol. XXIV No.1 June-2010 Page8

News from the Danville Stake Family

New Members of the Board Elected Hi
istory Center

By Janet Broderick

The May meeting was the Society’s Official
Annual Meeting, at which the Board of Directors
is elected for the coming year. The results of this June 2010
years election are as follows:

Thanks to a very generous donation from the
San Ramon Valley Genealogical Society, the Dan-
. ‘ ville Stake FHC has access to Genealogy-
1" Vice President: Ileen Peterson bank.com! This is a site with many US historical
o« 20 V.P.-Programs: Elaine Franke newspapers, books and documents. Come in and
«  39V.P— Membership: Ed Mason try it - along with many sites that are available at

the family history center.
e Recording Secretary: Carol Huvane

o President: Barbara Dittig

Also, we are always in need of people will-

. COTTGSPOHdng Secretary: Kathy ing to help staff the Center. If you feel you have 2-
Javdani 3 hours to give, that would be so helpful. Even
e Treasurer: Tom Draeger one shift a month will be appreciated!! Please call

me (see SRVGS handbook) or come into the cen-
ter when we are open. We will provide training
and many times you can work on your own family
research!

o Parliamentarian: Virginia Rood

San Ramon Valley
Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 305

Diablo, CA 94528-0305

FIRST CLASS MAIL
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