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""Avoid the Crooked Path! Genealogical Problem Solving" ‘; =
Presented by: Christine Rose /N

hristine has delivered hundreds of lectures in a variety of loca-

tions. This includes the national conferences of National Genea-
logical Society, The Federation of Genealogical Societies, and Gen Tech. It
also includes many regional and local seminars sponsored by the New York
Genealogical and Biographical Society, the New England Historic Genea-
logical Society, the North Carolina Genealogical Society, California Genea-
logical Society, Southern California Genealogical Society, San Diego Genea-
logical Society, Sonoma County Genealogical Society, Montana State Ge-
nealogical Society, Kentucky Genealogical Society, Kansas State Genealogi-
cal Society, and many others. She also was on the faculty of the National In-
stitute of Genealogical Research in Washington, D.C. and has for many years
been an instructor and coordinator for Samford University in their Institute of
Historical and Genealogical Research.

s March MEETING
= "The New Family Search "
Speaker: Marge Bell  Reporter: Lee Schlenker

Our March meeting took quite a lot of us  Since Ancestry.com is no longer available as a
to Family History Center in Oakland  free website through FHL, this route was taken up.
for Marge Bell’s talk on the new Family Search Hopefully, this whole indexing process will be up

Website which they have been working feverishly 314 accessible by next year. We are all keeping
on for months and months. Marge Bell is a wife,  the fingers crossed!

mother, grandmother, author of Line Upon Line: A
Beginners Guide to Genealogy and Director of the
Oakland Family History Center.

“New Family Search,” which will replace
Familysearch.org, was shown on the screen and
Marge gave us a demonstration on how simple

There is a massive indexing process going  apd easy it will be to search. This was a beta test
on at this time. There are over 100,000 people  gjte at the moment and right now can only be ac-
indexing over one million names per month.  cegged through a Family History Center. A very
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nice part of this site will be clicking onto a pedi-
gree name, finding it along with a list of people
who have submitted their citations of research al-
lowing you a double check on which is the correct
information and who has proved it. But an item in
question on a pedigree can not be changed unless
there is the original submitters approval. Chang-
ing information is critical and must be accurate.

Search.labs.familysearch.org will have all
microfilm digitized. This is being done by church
members and volunteers at about 1 to 2 hours per
week. This indexing is done twice since people
can view things differently. These two products
will then be looked at and checked making sure
the average person is able to decipher it. Then it
goes into permanent record. Hopefully these will
be online free (through the FHL) if the contract is
renegotiated. Right now the 1900 U.S. Census has
99% accuracy at the FHL.

Footnote.com was the first to start up at the
FHL which will offer you a photo of what you are
researching (i.e. a Last Will and Testament) and
you can scroll down to read the actual Will itself.
Right now Footnote.com offers one film and one
picture free (Beta site). Marge took us to the Utah
Death Certificates, the certificate of a Parley Pratt
of Salt Lake City and the actual death certificate
was pictured online. You will be able to read the
actual certificates in either the negative (white
print on black background) or the positive (black
print on white background) with a click of the
mouse.

Many state records will not be online.
There will be no newspapers online due to the fact
that there are other ways to obtain the articles.
The church would only be duplicating this proc-
ess. They are still working on digitizing county
records.

Using the card catalogue - the purple icon
will default to the FHL of choice. Be precise with
the name, county and state. Don’t do a “quick
search” because it brings up too many hits - nar-
row it down. You must know the proper category
name to search for (i.e. “wills” should be
“probate”). The site will truncate: PENNS will
give you everything you never needed to know
about Pennsylvania. If you do PENNS. (with a
period after it) you will search a name instead.
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The Family History Center offers World
Vital Records (which is free), Genline (for Swed-
ish, Danish, Norwegian) research. Footnote.com
will be indexing NARA Revolutionary War Re-
cords and Pension Records (the whole file) and
the Susan Easton- Black records (17 linear feet of
microfilm) will be digitized.

The Family History Center is hoping to set
up all of this to be familiar with your use and very
easy to maneuver around. They also are offering
classes on getting familiar with their new system.
If you would like to help with any of the indexing
you can go to: www.familysearchindexing.org.

President's Message
By Ed Mason

June first will be the start of our new fiscal
year. In the last two months of this year your
Board and the Committees will be busy planning
our new budget, getting ready for our Annual
Meeting on May 20 and encouraging members to
help with the tasks needed to keep our organiza-
tion running.

Thank you to the members who have
stepped forward to volunteer for the Board posi-
tions of Membership and Programs. As of this
writing we still need to find a Recording Secretary
and a First Vice President. The first Vice Presi-
dent’s workload is relatively minor, as long as the
President is available most of the time. However,
it is often a stepping-stone to the Presidency. More
critical to us at the moment is the Recording Sec-
retary position, as it is hard to imagine how we
can operate without written records of the Board
and General Meetings. We sincerely hope that
there is someone from our membership willing to
step into that job.

Our trip on March 18 to the Oakland Fam-
ily History Center was extremely well attended
and Marge Bell had some exciting news for us.
The twin initiatives of the LDS leadership to ex-
pand the capabilities of FamilySearch.org are im-
pressive. Ultimately what we will have is:

1) A great many more fully indexed data-
bases available with superior search
capabilities.
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2) Collaborative genealogy. For example,
if you and five other people are work-
ing on the same 17th century relative,
you can compare notes and sources
and come to an agreement on what is
correct and incorrect about that per-
son’s life. This direction is very much
in keeping with many of the recent in-
novations that we see in collaborative
computing, such as Wikipedia, wiki-
mapia, wikianswers, wikiquote, etc.

Our Newsletter, our emails and other
sources have been filled with exciting educational
opportunities, not least of which is the Mary Jane
DeRoss Creative Writing Seminar to be help at the
Danville FHC on Saturday, May 3. (See box be-
low) If you are looking to expand your genealogi-
cal horizons, this is one of the many opportunities
awaiting you.

We now have a new page on our website
which makes it easy for you to find out if others in
our society are researching the same surnames or
locations. This is not a new system, just an imple-
mentation of an existing system via our website,
making it much more accessible. Within our web-
site, under Resources, go to SRVGS Surnames and
Localities Research List. From there you can bring
up an Excel or Acrobat document that will provide
a reference code, such as F-9. That would be a
member whose last name starts with F. You will
find the code in our Handbook and can then con-
tact that member and compare research. I want to
thank those who helped to implement this feature.

Ed
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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

SRVGS CALENDAR

April 2008

1 Tuesday — 10:00 am. A Board
Meeting was held at the home of Kathy
Javdani in Danville

15 Tuesday — 10:00 am. The General
Meeting will be held at the LDS Church on
Stone Valley Road at Smith Road, in
Alamo. From [-680 freeway, take Stone
Valley Road east 2 &1/2 miles

May 2008

6 Tuesday— 10:00 am. A Board Meeting
will be held at the home of Sandra Burns
in Danville.

20 Tuesday — 10:00 am. The General
Meeting will be held at the LDS Church on
Stone Valley Road at Smith Road, in
Alamo.

SRVGS SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

A WRITING WORKSHOP
Saturday May 3rd 9am - 3 pm
Danville Family History Center/ Chapel

Mary Jane DeRoss 1is return-
ing! SRVGS members will remember the
inspirational and enjoyable program and
workshops Mary Jane DeRoss, writer and
writing teacher, presented to us. Sponsored
by local LDS stakes, the all-day Writing
Workshop will be popular. Those inter-
ested must contact Shirley Olsen by phone,
925 837-6056, by April 21st. Space is lim-
ited.

~ COMPUTER INTEREST GROUP
7. (The Master Genealogist) This is a ge-

; nealogy software users group for PC’s
ﬁ with their focus on the use of The Mas-
ter Genealogist. This group will meet Tuesday
April 15" after the general meeting at about 12:30
pm at the home of Peggy Dearman in Danville.
Please bring a bag lunch. Peggy Dearman is the
contact person for the group. Phone 837-1621 or
e-mail dearmanp@gmail.com

FAMILY TREE MAKER GROUP
This is a genealogy software users group
for PC’s with their focus on the use of
Family Tree Maker. This group will meet April
24" (the fourth Thursday of the month) from 10:00
am until noon. They will meet at the Danville
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Family History Center in Alamo. They plan to
discuss various types of “reports” and “trees” that
are available. Gail Roche Van Wye is the contact
person for the group. Phone 253-1096 or e-mail
gailrvw(@aol.com.

- GERMAN - The German Group
will meet April 23" (the fourth

Wednesday). They will meet at the
home of Susan Hanck in Walnut Creek. Phone
933-9505 or e-mail susan.hanck@gmail.com for
directions or let her know if you cannot attend.
Helen Odegard is the contact person for this
group. For more information, please contact her
at 932-6796 or e-mail shodegard@aol.com.

This group will meet at the QOakland Regional
Family History Center on Wednesday, May 28.

IRISH - This special interest group
will meet April 9" (the second
Wednesday) at 10:00 am. at the
home of Patty Erickson in Pleasant
Hill. Patty Erickson is the contact person for the
group. Phone (925) 229-0889 or e-mail russ-
pat@comecast.net

SOUTHERN - This group will meet
April 8" (the second Tuesday of the
month) at 10:00 am., at the home of
Suzanne Johnston in Danville. This
group will also meet May 13" at the
home of Peggy Dearman in Danville. The contact
person is Dorothy Stanton; Phone 820-3757 or
email dpstant@hotmail.com. New persons inter-
ested in attending should contact Dorothy Stanton
for information.

NEWS VIA EMAIL

Ed Mason is the coordinator for the sending
of group emails. This extends our group commu-
nication ability beyond the monthly newsletter. In
addition, about half of our members have chosen
to receive their monthly newsletter by email, the
advantages being; faster delivery, a much prettier
presentation in full color, substantial savings for
the Society and for the environment. Ed keeps an
email address list of members. He will distribute
messages a minimum of once a month. Members
wishing to share news may send it to Ed. If it is
deemed appropriate, it will be distributed. Mem-
bers always have the option to Opt-Out of the
email distribution. Notify Ed Mason at: edma-
son@sbcglobal.net
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CALENDAR OF OTHER EVENTS

15 April Tuesday 7pm The Santa
Clara County Historical and Genealogical
Society will hold a regular meeting at the
Santa Clara City Public Library, 2635
Homestead Road in Santa Clara. It will be
held in the Cedar Room on the First Floor.
Debbie Shields et al will demonstrate fa-
vorite features of the most popular geneal-
ogy software programs.

18 April Friday 9amtol pm A
workshop will be held at the National Ar-
chives, 1000 Commodore Drive in San
Bruno. “Passenger Arrival and Naturaliza-
tion Records” will be the topic. Rose
Mary Kennedy will be the instructor. The
registration fee is $ 15, payable in advance.
Phone (650) 238-3488 or e-mail rose-
mary.kennedy(@nara.gov

19  April Saturday 10 am The Concord
Family History Center is sponsoring a
“How To Class”. “Finding the Maiden
Name and More”, will be the subject of a
class presented by Vera Broyles. This free
class will be held at 3700 Concord Blvd. in
Concord.

25 & 26 April Friday eve and Saturday
The Sacramento German Geneal-

ogy Society is sponsoring their 25" anni-
versary Fest and seminar. From 8 am to 4
pm on Saturday, the all day seminar will
feature Roger Minert and Marion Wolfert
as presenters. Choose a seminar topic that
will interest you. The Saturday seminar
will be held at La Sierra Community Cen-
ter, 5326 Engle Road in Carmichael.
Beginning at 5 pm Friday evening there
will be a Gala event with German style
food and music. You must be pre-
registered to attend on Friday evening.
There is no additional cost to attend this
special event at the Sacramento Turn
Verein at 3349 J Street.
Registration fees are $30 for members, $35
per couple; or $40 for non-members, $50
per couple. Fees must be received by
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26

26

April 19. A lunch for Saturday is optional
for $8.  To register, contact Milt Kelly at
mekelly4l143@comcast.net.
For additional information, visit
WWW.Sacgergensoc.org

April Saturday The Sonoma County
Genealogical Society is sponsoring an all
day Seminar. It will be held at the Merlo
Theater, Wells Fargo Center for the Arts
off Hwy 101 at River Road in Santa Rosa.
The lecturer will be Rhonda McClure,
popular instructor and writer. She will
speak about: (1) Online research, (2)
Newspapers, (3) Combining the best of
Internet and Traditional Research and (4)
If I Knew Then What I Know Now. There
will also be exhibitors and vendors. A pre-
registration fee of $25 for non-members
must be received by April 16. The fee will
be $30 at the door. You may contact the
registrar at (707) 763-4492 or visit their
web site at ww.scgs.org for further infor-
mation.

April Saturday The Santa Clara
County Historical and Genealogical Soci-
ety will hold part I of a spring seminar at
the Santa Clara City Public Library, 2635
Homestead Road in Santa Clara. It will be
held in the Cedar Room on the First Floor.
The seminars are free; however, you are
requested to register prior to April 24. e-
mail scchgs@hotmail.com or leave a
phone message at (408) 615-2986. Getting
started, organizing, forms to use and docu-
menting sources are subjects that will be
included in Part I. Part II will be presented
as noted below.

May Saturday The Santa Clara
County Historical and Genealogical Soci-
ety will hold part II of their spring seminar.
It will be held in the Cedar Room on the
First Floor of the Central Park Library.
The seminars are free; however, you are
requested to register prior to April 30. e-
mail scchgs@hotmail.com or leave a
phone message at (408) 615-2986.
“Searching the Census” and “genealogy
research on the internet” are topics that
will be presented.

13

16

17

Vol. XXIII No.9 April -2008 Page5

May Tuesday 7:30 pm The
Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society
will hold a regular meeting at Beth Emek,
3400 Nevada Court in Pleasanton. "Tri-
Valley Civil War Veterans - What an Inter-
esting Group They Were" will be the sub-
ject of the presentation by Dick Finn.

May Friday 9am to 1 pm A
workshop will be held at the National Ar-
chives, 1000 Commodore Drive in San
Bruno. “E-VET records research” will be
the topic. Rose Mary Kennedy will be the
instructor. The registration fee is $15, pay-
able in advance. Phone (650) 238-3488 or
e-mail rosemary.kennedy(@nara.gov.

May Saturday 10 am The Con-
cord Family History Center is sponsoring a
“How To Class”. “Putting Photos in PAF
and Making Old Photos Look Like New”
will be the subject of a class presented by
Jon Fitt. This free class will be held at
3700 Concord Blvd. in Concord.

RESEARCH TRIP TO
SUTRO LIBRARY

This trip is planned for APRIL 2I.

Sutro Library opens at 9 am but our group
will not officially convene there with the li-
brarian for the orientation until 10:30 or 11
[time still to be confirmed].

There will be sign up sheets at the
April 15 meeting and Gail will provide a
handout with details at the meeting for those
who want to participate. Casual carpools
can be organized at that time. Also remem-
ber to bring lunch, beverages and change for
photocopy machine. Perhaps a tailgate
luncheon out at Gail’s van in the parking lot
could be arranged. Let's discuss at the gen-
eral meeting on April 15th.
Call Gail Roche Van Wye with questions
after April 7 or email gailrvw(@aol.com.

WWW.SI'VZensoc.org
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EDUCATION

Spring Classes

There are no SRVGS Membership Classes
starting in April, but there are many opportunities
for learning. Family History includes writing our
own memories. We are very fortunate to have
several options available for help in accomplish-

ing this:
(£ April 10 to June 5- A Guide to Memoir

Writing 10am-11:30 at the San Ramon
Community Center 12501 Alcosta Blvd. S. R.
$69.Register: (925) 973-3200
[www.SanRamonRecGuide.com] Taught by
SRVGS member Patty Petersen, the classes intro-
duce personal narrative, teach methods of organi-
zation, and give techniques for writing and editing

work.

(£ April 9 May 28 — Writing Your Wis-
dom 1:15-2:45 at the Del Valle campus

of Acalanes Adult Education $38/$15 Seniors.

(925) 280-3980 ext. 8001
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/adulted

May 3 — Writing Your Life History
9am to 3pm at the Danville/Alamo Fam-
ily History Center. Mary Jane DeRoss is returning
to our area for an all-day writing workshop. Those
attending should plan on bringing a sack lunch. If
you are intent on writing your family history, your
autobiography or just stories, you will want to do
it in a way that will capture and hold the reader’s
attention. Mary Jane will show you how. Sign up
early as the seminar is also open to the LDS
Church members. Reservations will be handled on
a first-come first-served basis. If you wish to at-
tend you should call or email Joan Hamblin at
837-7931, joanhamblin(@sbcglobal.net or email
Shirley Olson at shirleynjim.earthlink.net

More Classes:

April 7 to May 12 — Treasure Tales

9:30 1lam Acalanes Adult Education,
Del Valle campus. Select a family artifact; write
stories about the provenance and memories related
to each one. $15 (925) 280-3980 est. 8001
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/adulted
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April 9 to June 18 — Continuing Gene-

alogy classes by Cat Nielsen at Del
Valle, Acalanes Adult Education: Beginning and
Intermediate Genealogy 10-noon;  Genealogy
Seminar 1:30-2:30pm; Master Genealogist 3-
S5pm. Each $68/seniors $25. Preregister (925)
280-3980 ext. 8001 www.acalanes.kl2.ca.us/
adulted

May 14 to June 18 7:30-9pm Intro-

duction to Genealogy/Family History -
Getting Started Doing Your Family History at
the Dublin Senior Center http://
www.ci.dublin.ca.us/recbrochure.cfm?
PL=Rec&SL=recguid and
http://www.ci.dublin.ca.us/pdf/guide_spring08/
guide spring08 Registration.pdf.

And don’t forget:

April 18 9am-1pm at National Ar-

chives, San Bruno “Passenger Arrival

and Naturalization Records” $15. Con-
tact Rosemary Kennedy 650-238-3488 to register
and reserve a place.

April 19 10am "Finding the Maiden
Name and More'" — Vera Broyles. Free
class held at the Concord Family History
Center, 3700 Concord Blvd Call Jackie Helm
925-827-4729.

Who’s Who in
Our SRVGS Society

Philip B. Seelinger

I have been a member of SRVGS for one
year and I volunteered to tell my story as a way to
meet fellow members. So let me start. My story
begins in Detroit. My parents had two children,
my brother, who checked in at 4:07 pm, and me. I
had been born seven minutes earlier, and we were
identical twins. We were born on the first Satur-
day in May, Kentucky Derby Day, and my parents
had hit the daily double. That was the year when
Cavalcade won the derby by two and one-half
lengths. I have always liked both of my given
names: Philip and Bruce, and they are both long
standing family names. 1 grew up in the Detroit
area, went to school there, and moved to Califor-
nia and the Bay Area in 1968. My wife, also a
native of Detroit, and I have three daughters, all
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born in Detroit, now all married and living in the
Bay Area; all of our sons-in-law are super and
everybody gets along. We feel blessed! Enough
about me.

I have been doing genealogy semi-seriously
since 2002; my interest shifts to baseball in the
spring and shifts back in the late summer when the
A’s are eliminated from any post-season. At this
point, with the help of a professional genealogist
in Salt Lake City, I have traced my direct Seelin-
ger line back to mid-1600 and now I am trying to
find other related Seelinger lines. My great grand-
father Philip Frederick Seelinger was born in Hes-
sen in 1820 and came by himself to the USA in
1840 and settled in Indiana. I do not know why he
picked Indiana; to my knowledge he did not know
anyone there nor did any other passengers on his
ship settle in Indiana. But what I want to do is tell
you what to me is an amazing story of help from a
complete stranger.

In April 2007 while rereading an obituary
of my above mentioned great grandfather I noticed
for the first time that he was survived by two sis-
ters in St. Louis. I joined a St. Louis Rootsweb
list and posted the story of my great grandfather
being survived by two sisters in St. Louis. Could
anyone help? Within two days I received the most
amazing, to me, e-mail. The e-mail listed three
Seelinger family members, one previously un-
known to me, and another family member with her
husband and son. This woman sent me part of the
ship manifest with all of their names. I was flab-
bergasted and annoyed. Here was a person who
not only quickly filled in family members with
some detail, but also closed out her e-mail by say-
ing “if these are not your [my] family I [she] am a
monkey’s uncle.”

I did what any genealogist would do: I sim-
mered down and stalled by saying that I would
have to verify the information and 1 would get
back to her. She, of course, was right on the
whole bunch being my family. I found that St.
Louis has more records in much better condition
than my family’s Ripley County, Indiana, records.
After I did verify the information I wrote my “new
best friend” a nice e-mail thanking her. And in
reading what I ultimately found I noticed that this
St. Louis bunch first went to Indiana. Now I have
to search that out. The hunt continues . . .
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HOW TO REACH THE BOARD MEMBERS

President: Ed Mason 925-838-7848
e-mail: edmason@sbcglobal.net
1st V.P.Barbara Dittig 925-648-9364
2nd V.P. Program:
Kathy Javdani 925-736-5464
Clarice Hart 925-743-9245
Lisa Cooke 925-831-8537
3rd V.P. Membership:
Patty & Russ Erickson 925-229-0889

Sandra Burns 925-648-4653

Recording Secretary:

Carol Huvane 925-947-5669

Corresponding Secretary:

Vern Segelke 925-838-8570
Treasurer: Ileen Peterson 510-651-7728
Parliamentarian:

Virginia Rood 925-937-8659
NEWSLETTER TEAM

Coordinator: Bob Venter 925-454-9919
e-mail: Email: rjventer(@comcast.net

Calendar Coordinator:

Vern Segelke 925-838-8570
e-mail: v.m.seg3@sbcglobal.net

925-837-3146

Mailing: Lucy Carver
Deadline to put information in the Newsletter is
the Last Thursday of the month.

Members are encourage to submit articles for the
Newsletter by mail or email to the Coordinator.

INDIVIDUAL HELP

Do you need individual help in overcoming
a "brick wall" in your research? Go to the
SRVGS web site at: http://srvgensoc.org/, click
on RESOURCES, then click on INDIVIDUAL
HELP FOR SRVGS MEMBERS.

Want to help someone who is having re-
search problems in your area of knowledge? Call
Harry Baggett at 925.837.7960 to have your name
added to the SRVGS Individual Help list.

Harry Baggett trvilrl @hotmail.com
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THE SRVGS BOOK COLLECTION

The SRVGS Book Collection at the Dan-
ville Library has been co-located in its en-
tirety, and moved to a single shelf section, and we
have approximately 4 feet of shelf space available
to us. This shelf space will be labeled
"Genealogy" or "Genealogy Section", and the
books will acquire a spine label identifying them
as part of the Genealogy section. They are still in
the Reference section and also will include some
Danville Library volumes dealing with Geneal-

ogy.

The new Genealogy section may be found
in one of the new 8 foot tall shelf sections on the
north side of, and facing, the low Reference book
shelves.

The good news is that the collection is all in
one place, although some of the library's Refer-
ence Genealogy books are mixed in with ours.

Books Purchased & Cataloged
(and in the Library ):

San Ramon Valley
Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 305

Diablo, CA 94528-0305

FIRST CLASS MAIL
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The Phillimore Atlas & Index of Parish Regis-
ters, 3rd. edition. Edited by Cecil R. Humphrey-
Smith. The Phillimore & Co. LTD, Shopwyke
Manor Barn, Chichester, West Sussex, England.
2003. (R929.34102 PHILLIMORE)

They Became Americans: Finding Naturaliza-
tion Records and Ethnic Origins. By Loretto
Dennis Szucs. Ancestry Incorporated, P.O. Box
476, Salt Lake City, Utah 84110-0476. 1998.
(R929.1 SZUCS)

Virginia Immigrants and Adventurers 1607-
1635: A Biographical Dictionary. By Martha W.
McCartney. The Genealogical Publishing Co.,
Baltimore, MD. 2007 (r975.502 MCCARTNEY)

Adventurers of Purse and Person, Virginia 1607-
1624/5 and Their Families; Volumes 1—3.
Fourth Edition. 2007. Compiled and edited by
John Frederick Dorman, F.A.S.G. The Genealogi-
cal Publishing Co., Baltimore, MD. 2007 .

Volume 1, Families A-F (r929.3755 ADVENTURETE v.1)
Volume 2, Families G-P  (r929.3755 ADVENTURETE v.2)

Volume 3, Families R-Z (r929.3755 ADVENTURETE v.3)
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